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pleasure in supporting the second reading of
the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.42 pm.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, Sth September, 1938.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—VERMIN DESTRUCTION.
Dingoes and Foxes, Queensland Methods.

“ AMr. DONEY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is he aware that the Queensland
Government, through its Land Adminisira-
tion Board, assists landowners in that State
to destroy dingoes and foxes by—(a) distri-
buting to landowners upon applieation a
specially prepared bait in cases containing
approximately 250 baits at 5s. per case,
which is less than cost; (b) allowing free
{25]

Anstances

railage to nearest siding; (¢) distributing
the baits free of any charge whatsoever in
where landowners form them-
selves into groups of four or more
for the purpose of making a systematie
distribution of the baits in infested ter-
ritory? 2, If he is so aware, will
he consider the desirability of informing
hitnself as to the suifability of the bait and
as to the desirableness of adopting similar
distributive methods in this State? 3, 1f he
is notf, will he make the necessary inquiries
with a view to action as set ount in 22

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for Agrienlture) replied: 1, Yes,
and the matter is already being inquired into,
hut in view of the experience in this State,
no decision has yet been arrived at. 2 and
3, Answered by No. 1,

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST.

Commissioners’ Appointments, Primary
Producers’ Representative.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, When do the
periods for which respective Commissioners
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust were ap-
pointed expire? 2, Have any new appoint-
ments or re-appointments becn made during
the last twelve months? 3, Has the Chief
Seoretary, during recent months, reeeived
any request for the appointment of a repre-
sentative of the primary producers to a
position as Commissioner of the Trust? 4,
If so, has such an appointment been made?
3, Or, otherwise, is such an appointment fo
be made shortly?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Chicf Secretary) replied: 1, 31st December,

1938. 2, No. 3, Yes. 4, No. 5, This will
receive consideration,
QUESTION—RAILWAYS,

‘Standard Gauge, Fremantle-Brishane.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, What
is the length of line needing conversion to
standard bhefore Fremantle and Brisbane are
connected on a through gauge, via Port
Angusta and Broken Hill? 2, What is the
estimated total eost (if information not
available, then at £12,000 per mile)? 3, Is
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this sum less than one annunal payment to
sinking fund on the National debt? 4, Is
the amount not small—in relation to the
benefits arising—when placed against the
existing railway expenditure of £350,000,000%
5, Is it a fact that if the whole of the Aus-
tralian railways were standardised in gange,
the eost per mile wonld still be less than a
third of the eapital cost per mile of British
railways?

The PREMIER
mately 673 miles.
£8,076,000. 3, No.

replied: 1, Approxi-
2, At £12,000 per mile,
4, No. 5, No.

QUESTION—RELIEF WORK. -
Men with Families,

Mr. SLEEMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Employment: Is he aware
that relief workers are being denied the
right to stay on road jobs beeaunse they have
taken their families with them? If so, will
he have this practice discontinued, and the
men returned to their work?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: I understand that within the last
day or two certain road jobs have been
completed, and some of the men concerned
have not been transferred to other jobs in
the distriet becanse facilities for families
have not heen available. I will under-
take to have an investigation made, with
a view to obtaining full details and, unp-
less some very substantial reason exists why
the men should not be accompanied hy their
wives and families, they will be sent bhack
to their jobs.

BILL-STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE.

As to Recommitial.

MR. WATTS (Katanning)
move—

That the Bill be
Further econsideration of Clause

[437]: I

recommitted for the

I

(8

THE MINISTER FOR EMFLOYMENT
(Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—Northam} [4.38]:
I do not desire to oppose the motion for the
recommittal of the Bill, but I want to point
out thatin the last speech he made upon the
Bill, the hen. member inferentially charged
the Government or the Minister with having
ulterior motives in regard to some portion of
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it. That, normally, would be sufficient to
make one seriously consider whether the
Bill shounld be recommitted at the request of
the hon. member, particnlarly in view of the
faet that the amendment he proposes to
move is not so very important. Nevertheless,
the Government has decided to return good
for evil in this instanee, and offers no objec-
tion to the motion,

Mr. Sampson: A very nice change!

Question put and passed.

Recommitital.

Myr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Employment in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7—Administration:

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That in line 17 of Subclause (6) the words
“4in the opinion of the Treasurer’’ be struck
ont and the words ‘“‘the Commissioner of
Taxation certifies’’ inserted in lieu.
As 1 mentioned during the second reading
debate, it seems to me that the Commissioner
of Taxation is the proper person to say what
tax should be paid, as the payment of taxa.
tion is provided for in the Bill. The amend-
ment needs no stressing.  The Minister
offcred no serious objection to it, and I have
1o doubt that he will be prepared to agree
to 1t.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
T do not propose to offer any opposition to
the amendment. I wonld be quite prepared
to trust the present Treasurer to do the right
thing, if the responsibility in this matter
were to be left to the Treasurer. I think all
hon. members would likewise be prepared to
{rust the present and any future Treasurcr
to do the right thing in this matter. Never-
theless, the Treasurer would have to consult
the Commissioner of Taxation to ascertain
the amount that should he placed as a debit
in the account of the State Insurance Office.
There is, therefore, no harm in setting out in
the Bill that the amount as certified by the
Commissioner of Taxation shall be the
amount to he debited in the aeccounts of the
office.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendment.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.
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MOTION—YAMPI SOUND IRON ORE
DEPOSITS.

Commonwealth Embargo.

Debate resumed from the Gth September
on the following metion hy the Premier:—

That this Parliament of Western Australia
smuhatically protests against the embargo
placed by the Commonwealth Government on
the export of iron ore from Australia, in view
of its disastrous effects upon the development
of the State. We consider that the inferma-
tion available does net warrant such drastie
action, and we wrge the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment to remove the embargo.

MR. RODOREDA ({(Roebourne) [4.43]:
Most of the ground has already been
traversed by various speakers, hut a little
reiteration will do no harm. As one of the
members representing the North-West, the
duty devolves nupon me to say a few words
in support of the motion. The aftitude
adopted by some of the speakers must have
been rather disappointing to the Premier,
although, judging by remarks made about
the Yampt enterprize in previous sessions,
such an aftitade was not nitogether unex-
pected. The action of the memher for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) in moving his
amendment, I consider, was ealculated to
kill the motion by making it farcical. His
suggestion was that we should approach the
Commonwealth Government, indicating in
effect that we were merely lodging the pro-
test as a matter of duty and did not believe
the Commonwealth would defer to it; and
even hefore the Commonwealth had refused
our request, the hon. member suggested
offering an alternative. Had we presented
our protest in that form, we would have in-
vited ridicule. The hon. member also indi-
cated how the Commonwealth Government
could give effect to the alternative. That
suggestion was even more ludicrous than his
amendment. He proposed in all seriousness
that the Commonwealth Government should
hold ont a threat to the Broken IIill Pty.
Co. to socialise the industry unless the ecom-
pany obtained some of its iron ore require-
ments from Western Australia.  Of course
nobody in his sane senses could ever sub-
seribe to that proposal. Could anyone
imagine the Commonwealth Government’s
approaching the Broken Hill Pty. Co. and
threatening to socialise the industry? Any
threats made, in my opinion, wonld be in the
opposite direction.
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Mr. Marzhall: The influence would be

from that direction.

Mr. RODOREDA : The main objection of
the Leader of the Opposition appeared to
be hased on the faet that Japanese capital
was being emploved to develop the Yampi
deposits. The hon. member has harped
upon this point previously; it has been the
burden of his song for two or three sessions
that Japanese eapital would he employed to
exploit the iron ore deposits. The hon. mem-
ber made that discovery; he actually fer-
reted it out, and informed the House of it.
Nohody has ever attempted to make a secret
of the faet that Japanese capital was being
employed. If no other capital could be
attracted for this industry, I For my part
would not care if it came from Lapland, the
South Sea Islands or elsewhere, so long as
it was made available to develop our re-
sources, particularly those of the North-West
where development is so badly needed. In
spite of the hon. member’s aversion to
Japanese capital, he tried to make a point,
when the Minister was speaking, by inter-
jeeting, “Why were not these leases for-
feited when application was made for their
forfeiture?”  Yet he knows full well that
the application for forfeiture was made on
behalf of another Japanese eompany. Per-
haps the hon. member wants to have it both
ways.

The Minister informed us that no reason
had heen given for the imposition of the
embargo, except that there would not he
enough iron ore in Australia to meet the
needs of industry ab some indefinite time
ahead. To my mind that reason is mere
camounflage. It is too transparently false
to earry conviction te anyone. Therefore
we are compelled to delve a little deeper in
the endeavour to ascertain the real reason
that actuated the Commonwealth so snddenly
to decide that the embargo must be imposed,
—to decide without any investigation
whatever, te prohibit the export of iron ore
from Australia. T suggest that the main
reason for imposing the embargo was to
preserve the steel industry of the Eastern
States. I am of opinion that vested inter-
ests brought pressure to hear and that the
Commonwezlth Government aceeded fto the
demand, realising full well that the embargo
would have no great effect upon the Broken
Hill Pty. Co., which has all the Australian
trade in its hands. That eompany would
lose only the profits on its export trade in
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iron ore, and would still be in a position to
export pig iron.

Hon, C. G. Latham: In what way would
this affeet the company?

Mr. RODOREDA: It would affect the
company in its foreign trade.

Hon. C. . Latham: In what way?

Mr. RODOREDA: The company had a
big trade with Japan in iron ore.

Hon. C, G. Latham: Not very big.

Mr. RODOREDA : It also had a big trade
in pig iron. The chairman of directors of
the company was moved o eestacy, in his
annual report, about the profits that were
derived from the quantity of iron ore that
had been shipped to Japan. The directors
knew they would lose this business if the
Yampi iron ore deposits were developed,
That is shown by their activities at Yampi
whilst there was still a possibility of the
deposits being worked. Some seven or eight
years ago representatives of that big organi-
sation were actively engaged on Cockatoo
Island because there was a chance that the
Yampi deposits would be opened uvp. When
that possibility was knocked on the head
the activities of the ecompany ceased. Later
on, when proposals were set afoot for the
development of the deposits, representatives
of the company were again on the spot
walching its interests. They knew that all
the Japanese trade was likely to go to
Yampi, and that they would be unlikely to
participate in it, or, if they did participate,
were likely to do so at less profit than for-
merly,

Hon. C, G. Latham: The royalty is not
very high.

Mr. RODOREDA : That is one reason for
the company’s interest. The other reason is
too fantastic for consideration.

Mr. Doney: Have you ascertained that
as a fact, or is it a surmise on your part?

Mr. RODOREDA : I suggest that it is so,
just as the Prime Minister has surmised that
enough iron ore will not be left in Australia
unless an embargo is placed upon its export.
I is all surmise. We are told that wnion-
ists in the Eastern States supported the
embargo. Possibly they did. They might
have supported it to proteet their own
interests, and might not have desired
that any branch of the stecl industry should
he established in Western Australia. It
was natural for them to support the actien
of the Federal Government in that partieu-
lar.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: That would not affect
the establishment of a steel industry here.

Mr. RODOREDA : Of eourse it would,

Hon. C. G. Latham: The embargo on the
export of iron ore would not affect that
position.

Mr. RODOREDA : The member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) realizsed that when
be stated there was, as yet, practically no
market in Western Australia for the pro-
ducts of a steel industry. The industry
might, however, be started as complemen-
tary to the export of steel or iron. Ths
position would be very different in the
ease of a ecompany that already was doing
a profitable trade. What leads me to be-
lieve this is that the Prime Minister, in
reply to criticisms voiced by a member in
another place, side-stepped the whole argu-
ment. He said there was no competition
in Australia with which his Government
could interfere, He was quite right. There
is, however, competition for the trade with
markets outside Australia. That was the
competition the Broken Hill Proprietary
was afraid of, I would also hazard a
guess that after a few years someone will
discover there is no need for the embargo,
which will then be lifted. When that time
ecomes, Yampi will have been strangled.
There will then he no chance of getting the
industry into operation again, and the ex-
port trade will have heen absorbed com-
pletely by the Broken Hill Proprietary Com-
pany. In support of this statement I should
like to quote a few lines from the *“West
Australian” of the Tth Scptember. I refer
te a speech made by the Minister for the
Interior at a luncheon given by the National
Party. He is reported to have said he hoped
that the results of the survey would disclose
circumstances that would permit the lifting
of the embargo. By that remark he was
paving the way for the Federal Government.
He also said he gave this information not
to the Government of the State, but to the
public. Western Australians, ‘he thought,
had not been fully informed, as they should
have been, of the motives behind the action
of the Federal Government. Thus we find
a Minister from Canberra making a publie
statement, not to the Government of the
State, but to the people in general. If that
is the opinion of the Federal Government,
why did Ministers refrain from giving those
reasons to the State Government?
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The Minister for the Interior then went

on to deal in detail with the
same old reasons that had been ad-
vaneed by his Government., The reason-

able course for the Commonwealth aunthori-
ties to follow would have been to aceede
to the request of the Yampi Iron Company
to be allowed to export a million tons of
iron ore per annum for 15 years. That
would not have greatly rveduced our re-
sourees, for it is cstimated that in per-
haps a hundred or two hundred years
that gquantity would he equal to two
years’ sapply. The concession would
have provided an easy way out of the diffi-
culty. All question of the payment of
compensation would have been avoided, and
a flonrishing iron ore industry would have
been brought into existence. At the end
of the term, the deposits might have been
developed by another enterprise for the
benefit of this State and Australia in gen-
eral. Instead of adopting that course, the
Federal Government suddenly decided to
impose an embargo on the export of the
commodity, and place upon the taxpayers
the burden of paying compensation. Nu-
thing was known of this 12 months ago,
when the Federal Government informed the
people concerned that they eould go on
without fear of anything being done to pre-
vent the development of our natural re-
sources, A few remarks have been made
concerning the impossibility of developing
the Kimberley cattle trade. It is a faet
that for a number of years the Kimberley
growers carried on a profitable eattle trade
with Manila. That was before the estah-
lishment of the Wyndham Freezing Works.
I do not know why the trade Iapsed, but I
presume it was mainly because of high
freight charges. Nothing was eoming into
the Kimberleys and nothing was going out
except cattle, and I presume the indus-
try could not stand the strain. The posi-
tion is different to-day. It appears {o me
that the market for Kimberley cattle in
the metropolitan area and the southern por-
tion of the State iz gradually contracting,
and that before many years have elapsed,
there will be no market here for imberley
eattle. The development of pastures in
the South-West is the chief eause of that
condition of affairs. T have no doubi that
within the next ten or twenty years, all
the requirements of the metropolitan mar-
ket will be supplied from the South-West.
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The Kimberley cattle growers will thus find
themselves in « disastrous position, and
will have to look te the export trade as an
outlet for their product. We are told that
cattle cannot be shipped through the tro-
pics. In answer to that, I suggest there
is sueh a deviee as air-conditioning, This
has alveady been applied to passenger ac-
commodation on ships, and there is no rea-
son why it should not be installed on
cattle ships that ply through the tropics.
Air-conditioning iz nat an  expensive
installation. There should be ne bar
to the export through the tropies of eattle
from the Kimberleys, provided some other
cargo can Dbe obtained as freight for the
ships that earry the cattle. The Leader of
the Opposition was very concerned abont
the length of time that had elapsed sinece
developments at Yampi first commeneced.
Many diffienlties erop up when anyone is
starting an enterprise of this magnitode in
an out-of-the-way place like Yampi. When
men first went to the place, there was
scareely room for anyone fo stand on the
island, let alone land machinery and get
developnential work going, Tt has been sug-
gested that the leases were being held
merely to prevent anyone else from work-
ing them. DBut who eclse wanted them?
Thev have been hawked around the world
resultlessly, The Queensland Government
was interested in them for a while, but
dropped the proposition. No one in Aus-
tralia wanted the leases. The British Gov-
ernment did not want them. For 20 or 30
vears they have been offered all over the
world until someone was found wanting
them and prepared to develop them, and
then, suddenly, the embargo is imposed,
with the result that all hope of our establish-
ing an iron industry is destroyed. I hope
this motion of protest will be carried in
another place with more enthusiasm than it
has evoked in this Chamber. T trust that
when the protest reaches Canberra, it will
spur on our Federal representatives to fur-
ther eofforts to have this iniquitons and
most unwarranted embargo lifted immedi-
ately.

Members: Hear, hear!

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.2]: I
am unvwilling to cast a silent vote on this
important question. The motion is national
in character; and one might have expected
a statesmanlike approach to it, more parti-



652

eularly from party leaders opprosite who have
wcontributed to the discussion. From leaders
of the various parties in this llouse we ex-
Deet  carveful, thoughtful, well-eonsidered
views, cspecially when dealing with a sub-
Ject of national importance. It was with
mueh regret I listened to contributions from
leaders who scemed to me prepared to sacri-
fice all State interests in order to shield and
hide other men elsewhere, who belong to the
same political party. One word in support
of the motion and twenty in defence of Lyens
and company! Suech have been the speeches
so far delivered by party leaders opposite.
The subjeet has not been approaehed by them
from a statesmanlike standpoint. Their argu-
ments throughout have heen marked by in-
consisteney. Opposition members are eon-
tinually erying out for secession. They say
Western Australin must be separvated from
the rest of this sunny Commonwealth. Fre-
quently they advance as an argument that
secesston is absolutely essential to the de-
velopment of Western Australia: in other
words, that without secession Western Aus-
tralia cannot be developed at all. If there is
any sineerity in that argument, if Opposi-
tion members are conseientious in advaneing
it, why do they hesitate to hurl back the em-
bargo at those who have inflicted such an in-
justice on Western Australia by directly pre-
venting its development? Instead, Opposi-
tion members have endeaveured to hide the
real motive for the imposition of the em-
bargo. They adopt this course because in the
Federal arena there is a politieal ereed
to which they also subscribe. I respectfully
submit that the Opposition’s attitude on this
subjeet has done Western Ausbralia mueh
harm. Assuredly the speeches of hon. mem-
bers opposite have not been inspiring. On
the contrary, they have been inconsistent and
positively devoid of logic. In consequence,
whatever chance there is of defending our
sovercign rights and adequately developing
our industrics has been destroyed. That is
s0 hecaunse of the faint praise memhers oppo-
site have accorded to the motion.

Almost invariably accompanying a change
of Government in the Fedeval spherve there
are announcements in the Press that the new
Minister for Markets will go abroad and
search for profitable outlets for the commodi-
ties which Australia produces, and of which
there are alleged to he surpluses. It must be
confessed that s¢ far these globe-trotting
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episodes have proved failures rather than
suceessos, for even at this date, one Minister
for Markels having followed on the hecls of
another in trotting over the whole globe, we
are still in scarch of markets for our pro-
duets. Those who are continually preaching
that orderly marketing will save our indus-
tries contribute only a half-hearted support
to the wmotion, thus leaving the inference that
the exploitation of a commodity for which we
actually have a market is a matter of no im-
poriance. Such inconsistencies should cease.
Tn national questions we should rise above
party polities. To impress on these to whom
the Constitution grants unlimited rights the
faet that we possess sovereign rights, it is
neeossary that there should be sincere eo-
operation of all parties in Western Aus-
tralia. Matters of sueh vital importance as
this motion should not he mingled with the
eomparatively trifling subjects invelved in
party polities. Where the well-being of West-
ern Australia and its people ig concerned,
at least let us be united. I repeat, I am
decply disappointed at the speeches that have
heen made by party leaders on the Opposi-
tion benches, I had believed that they would
welcome the motion with open arms, as they
never cease to inform us that wherever the
welfare of the State is concerned we can lonk
in their direction for sincere co-operation.
Here was an opportunity, Thus early in
the session, we have been confronted with a
makter of national importance; but I regret
to say that the contributions to this debate
by leaders of the Opposition parties have
teuded tn damn the possibility of Western
Australia receiving compensation for the
loss of the development of a major industry.
Tt is saddening to eontemplate.

Mr. Withers: What was the position re-
garding the wool embargo?

Mr. MARSHALL: Naturally, we conld
expect Jively expressions of Thostility
against the Federal Government on that
seore, hecanse the pround had been prepared
through the attitude of a large section of the
people in the Fastern States against the em-
bargo on the export of wool. That, how-
ever, is beside the question. The North-West
has always constituted a danger point to the
Commonwealth. Of that we need have no
doubt. Unless we speedily proceed with the
development of industries in that part of
Australia, we will find foreign eountries
zazing with cver-increasingly envious oyes
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on our wide open spaces, upon which
foreigners would like to encroach. Nothing
is ecaleulated to provoke foreigners to a
greater degrec. We ourselves would be pro-
voked if we urgently required commodities
that were easily produced in a foreign
country, the residents of which adopted a
dog-in-the-manger aftitude and declared,
“We cannot use the surplus commodities, nor
will you be permitted to do so.” We would
be the first to evince our hostility to any
such policy. Were we strong enongh, we
would in all probahility say fo those
foreigners, “If you cannot supply us peace-
fully with the goods we require, we will seize
them foreibly.” Nothing is calculated to stir
up conflict more promptly than one person
shaping up to another. He who looks for
frouble invariably gets if, and generally on
the spot least appreciated by him. In the
instance under discussion, Western Australia
has been deprived of the opportunity to de-
velop a most important industry, the estab-
lishment of which would have represented an
untold blessing to the State generally, Tt
must be obvious to anyone who gives the
matter a few minutes' thought that, with the
development of the Yampi Sonnd iron ore
deposits, other industries must inevitably
have been established in that vieinity., Time
was when there was not a single industry
throughout the Commonwealth. That was
when the natives roamed in freedom hither
and thither throughout the countryside.
With the disecovery of gold, the mining in-
dustry was established and then followed the
agrienltaral development of the rural areas.
Secondary industries were inaugurated, and
so activity spread in various directions.
Slowly but surely the industrial and soetal
life of Australia gencrally was developed,
but naturally from small beginnings, That
applies to all nations. No one ean say what
the unltimate effeet of the establishment of
this huge industry in the North-West taight
have been, even thongh developed in the
ernde manner adopted by the company that
proposed to operate at Yampi Sound. There
can be no doubt that something happened
within recent months to influence the Federal
(tovernment in decreeing the embargo. The
Leader of the Opposition made much of the
fact that the company was slow in the initial
stages of development. In emphasising that
point, he overlooked another faet that while
the company was slow-moving in its methods,
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the Federal Government had an opportunity
throughont that period (o earry out a survey
of the iron ore deposits of the Common-
wealth. Abundan! time was available for
the Federal Government to carry out that
work, but it was not done. On the other hand,
the Federal Government encouraged the com-
pany to continue its preliminary operations,
and the Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons, said on
several oceasions that there was no reason
why the Federal Government should take
any action in the matter. He spoke truth-
fully and was apparently conscientions in
his statements, but something suddenly
changed his attitude. Ncither he nor any
other individual was in a position to say with
any degree of confidenee what the iron ore
reserves of Western Australia were, much
less what the reserves in the whole of the
Commonwealth totalled. Throughout the
length and breadth of Western Australia
there ave iron ore deposits, That was not
what inspired the Federal Government te
take nction. I admit that it was the excuse
the Government advanced.

Mr. Seward: No, it was not,

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not yet heard
the member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward) dis-
cuss this subject, but the statements made
by the Premier during the course of his re-
marks have not been contradieted. Until
the survey of Australia’s iron ore reserves
is completed, we are fold, the embargo must
continue. If it is essential for a survev io
be carried out to asecrtain the extent and
value of our iron ore deposits, would it not
have heen competent for the Prime Min-
inster to expedite that work and in the
meantime suggest to the ecompany that it
procecd slowly with its operations af Yampt
Sound? The adoption of that course would
have been quite logical. The Prime Minister
eould have limited the quantity to be ex-
ported, while at the same time suggesting
to the company that progress with the de-
velopment of the iron ore deposits should not
he speeded up. The Prime Minister did not
adopt that attitude. Without awaiting the
results of the survey, he closed down entirely
on the export of iron ore. There is some-
thing more behind the action of the Federal
Government. than the mere neeessity for such
a survey. I ask the Premier: Was he ever
requested fo supply the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment  with information regarding the
estimated quantity of the iron ore deposiis
in Western Aunstralia? Did the Comumon-
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wealth ask the State Government to supply
that inforination hefore the embargo was
imposed?

The TPremier: The Federal Government
knew years before what the estimates were.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Federal Govern-
ment knew- what the estimates were vyears
before it decided to impose this embargo,
It had exaet information of the well-known
and defined iron ore deposits.

The Premier: Some of them.

Mr., MARSHALL: T said the well-krown
and defined deposits, Those that are un-
known are probably unlimited. I know of
deposits of iron ore, but nof the extent of
them. People are mnot at present
concerned about those deposits, be-
cause they are valueless. Proper methods
of mining would have to be em-
ployed to secure the ore, of which not
much is above the surface. In my electorate
therc are numercus iron ore deposits which,
no doubt, later on could be worked ccono-
miecally, but it would not be profitable to
work them at present prices. I suggest some-
thing else influenced the Federal Govern-
ment’s attitude, and I have no hesitation in
subscribing to what the previons speaker
said. We have in the Commenwealth
groups of individuals who have complete
control of certain commereial activities. One
group has complete control of the metal in-
dustry; another has control of transport
facilities, while other groups control varions
commercial enterprises in this sunny land.
I suggest the metal group in the Eastern
States influenced the Federal Government
to take the stand that it did. Now, members
will see how far my prognostications will
prove corrcet. In the course of a few
months, probably 12, what will happen is
this: The Yampi Sound industry will he
dead, and the iron ore deposits will have re-
verted to the position in which they stood
on one or two oceasions previously. It will
be opcn to any person to apply for a lease
of the deposits, When that stage is veached,
the metal gang in the Eastern States will
have no diftieulty in ohtaining control of
Yampi. When it doecs, members will find
that this embarge will swiftly he lifted.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Do yon think the
State could net prevent them from doing
that, if the State so desired?

My, MARSHALL: I do not know,
Hen. C. G. Latham: I do.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MARSHALL: In my opinion, had the
wise men who framed our Constitution ever
coniemplated a happening such as this, they
would have provided agninst it in the Con-
stitufion. I could not se¢ them framing a
Constitution so watertight that it would give
the Federal Government power to strangle
the developmont of an industry within a
State in this fashion. It is not to be for-
gotten that the Federal Government did not
negotiate sympathetically with this Govern-
ment before imposing the embargo. This
Government, on the other hand, gave the
Federal Government all the information it
could and kept that Government fully
advised of the development of these deposits.
The Federal Government, however, did not
reciprocate. It did not eonsult or negotiate
with the company before deciding to impose
the embargo. The Federal Government did
that right off its own baf, so to speak.

Mr. North: Are you in favour of seces-
sion?

Mr. MARSITALL: I do not know that
we would benefit from seeession,

Hon. C, G. Latham: You are making a
good secession speech.

Mr. MARSHALL: We sometimes view
matters from different angles.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Circumstances change
our minds,

Mr. MARSHALL: I differ from most of
my fellow men——

Mr. Doney: In all things.

Mr. MARSHALL: I differ from most of
my fellow men in this: Most persons seem
to have a love for the place where they were
horn. They are so patriotic that no matter
where they travel nor what their experience
is in other lands, they always have a kindly
word for the eountry of their origin. T have
not. I have seareely a good word for the
Stale that gave me birth.

AMr, Sampson: Breathes there a man with
soul so dead!

Mr. MARSHALL: T respect the country
that is good to me.

My, Sleeman: This is the one.

Mr. MARSHALL: I was starved out of
Vietoria and so have not a good word for
that State. I know of people who have
starved in the country where they were
born and vet who never say a wrong word
about it. They are like that one-time fa-
mous Prime Minister, noforious as an um-
brella-maker, who returned to Wales, the



[8 Sepreaeer, 1938.]

place of his birth, and said, ‘*Wales for
ever,”” Thig State has been good to me.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I should say Wales
was best if it produced such a great man.

Mr, Sleeman: Vietoria produeed & good
ma.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, a very good
man.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MARSHALL: ‘Western Australia
has been more generous to me than has any
other country, hence my presence in this
State. 1t is the interests of Western Aus-
tralia that I have at heart, that inspirve
me to speak in this way on this subject.
The Leader of the Opposition has not doene
himself justice in resuming his seat after
having supported the motion with faint

praise.

Mr. Needham: Damned it with faint
praise.

Mr. MARSHALL: He supported the

motion because it retarded an industry,
but he did it in such a manner that he
paved the way for a refusal by the Federal
Government to compensate this State for
its losses.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, I did nothing of
the sort.

Mr. MARSHALL: The ufterances of the
hon, member were weak. They lacked fire.
There was nothing hostile in them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am not an aggres-
sive Labour man like you are.

Mr, MARSHALI:: No. What a pity!
‘What a muach better man the hon. member
would be. Tf is sed to find the Leader of
the Opposition lacking in such qualities.
It is not compensation that I am advocat-
ing because nothing whatever can compen-
sate the State for the wreng that has been
done to it, particnlarly when we have re-
gard to the geographical position of the
deposits.

Mr. Hegney: The Federal Government
could have taken action 12 months ago.

Mr. MARSHALL: The leases were taken
up many years ago and dropped, and they
have been the subject of negotiations and
diseussion, as the member for Roebourne
{Mr. Rodoreda) truthfully remarked, for
the last 20 or 30 years. During the whole
of the period of the negotiations there was
never one hint of any possibility of a short-
age of iron ore being experienced in Aws-
tralia. It seems remarkable that just on
the eve of the establishment of the indus-
try, it should be found necessary to place
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an embargo upon the export of the ore.
There is no embargo on the export of pig
iron, and at no distant date, when the iron
ore deposits fall into the hands of the metal
gang in the Eastern States, whether the
embargo will then be still remaining or
not, the same metal gang will continue to
find a favowrable market for pig iron.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Let us make our own
iron now; I will do all T can to assist yon.

Member: Hand over to the Common-
wealth that part of the State.

Mr., MARSHALI:: I do .not koow
what the Commonwealth Government may
or may not do, but I do know that it would
be a dreadful tragedy if the Commonwealth
aequived more tervitory than it has. I
well remember the inquiry that took place
into the administration of the Federal Ter-
vitory, an inquiry that elicited the informa-
tion that it cost £800 fo grow one pumpkin.
The Federal Government occupies a won-
derful position, because it is the State Gov-
ernment that has to foster all the indus-
tries, and earry on the commercial and
other aciivities within ite boundaries. It
is the State Government that brings into
production and circulation all the wealth,
while the Commonwenlth GGovernment has
nothing to do exeept to impose taxation and
administer the laws that it passes. The
Commoniwealth has that advantage over
the States. The whole of the worry
of developing the States falls on the
shoulders of each of the State Governments,
while the vesponsibility of the Common-
wealth is nil. The Commonwealth’s inter-
ference with the development of Yampi is
totally unwarranted. One hon. member—
and his remarks appeared to be endorsed by
the Leader of the Opposition—was some-
what concerned about the eapital to he em-
ployed in the development of Yampi being
of foreign origin, in fact, Japanese. I be-
lieve that is not denied.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is all Japanese.

Mr. MARSHALL: No one denics that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yet the sworn state-
ments put before the warden were that it
was to be all British eapital and British
machinery.

Mr. MARSHALL: The posifion is that
again we appear to be most inconsistent,
and our inconsistency on this oceasion is
doing the State untoid harm. The factor
to which I am about to refer applies to our
everyday life, and we never complain. Are
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there not millions of articles of Japanese
manufacture in Australin—articles made by
Japanese labour and brought to Australia
in Japanese ships? Has there been any
outery?

Hon. C. G. Latham: When a protest was
made, you were on the Japanese side.

Mr. MARSHALI:: The Leader of the
Opposition and those who are belind him
are confinually complaining about ile
tariff.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do not you remem-
ber

Mr, MARSHALL: I am speaking about
the subject matter before the House, and I
+do not remember anything that may have
:happened years age. The Opposition has
reontinually eomplained about the high tariff;
Yeb but for that tariff we would have had
niillions more pounds’ worth of Japanese
goods than we have at the present time.
Why bhe inconsistent and eomplain about
Japanese eapital coming in to develop the
iron ore deposits when millions of pounds’
‘worth of their goods come into Australia?

Hon. C. G. Latham: How arc those goods
‘paid for?

Mr. MARSHALL: When we have (he
opportunity to develop an industry and ex-
port a commodity to pay for the goods that
we import, the Commonwealth Government
steps in. We allow mannfactuved articles
to come in, and prevent raw materials from
going out. Could not we have carried on
in a peaceful way, rather than adopt the
dog-in-the-manger spirit? It reminds me of
the old saying about entting off your nose
fo spite your face. True, Japan is at war.
The member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-
Dliver) made some remark about, it and T
:am with her in her sympathy, but on
‘this oceasion we arc the only people that
are out of line. If all the producers of iron
ore in the Commonwealth combined to pre-
vent the export to Japan of iron ore, we
would then be on fairly good ground. The
cembargo 18 not doing any injury to Japan;
it is doing injury to us, becaunse Japan is
able to get from other countries all the iron
ore she requires.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Japan has not had
any from us yet.

Mr, MARSHALL: We ought to be par-
ticularly careful with all our primary in-
dustries, and T suggest to the Leader of the
Opposition that we had better hegin now to
hoard up wool, wheat and other food=tuils,

[ASSEMBLY.]

becanse we might want them in the near

future! All this fictitions rubbish about
what  we  might or might not want!

It has not lent any logie to this particular
subject. I sineerely hope the motion will be
carrivd, and I think it will be. 1 hope that as
a result of the protest, the Federal Govern-
ment will be more gnarded in its actions in
the future, and will take no more retrograde
steps that will prevent this State from de-
veloping its industries.  The action of the
Federal Government constitutes an an-
warranted interference with the sovercign
rights of the State, and we should have no
hesitation in telling it so.  The motion is'
framed along those lines, and I thercfore
support it,

MR. WATTS (Natanning) [3.41]): 1t
appeared to me at first  sight that
the debate on this motion might well
hive  been  limited to the Jeaders of
the respective parties. As  the discos-

sion has not been confined to the leaders
of the respective parties, however, I consider
that other private members might express
thetr views on the matter. I propose to sup-
port the motion withent reservation, mental
or otherwise, The situation scems to be cap-
able of heing summarised very shortly, and I
dn not propose to take up mueh time in dis-
cussing it. T think we are all satisfied—at any
rate T am—that the reason so far advaneed
by the Federal Government for the imposi-
tion of the embargo is tetally inadequate. I
thore is any other reason, and it is probable
and in fact possible that there is such a rea-
son—an international ¢r some other reason—
of mueh greater importance than the one that
has so far Leen offered, I venture to suggest
that the Federal Government could have
taken the Premier of this State into its confi-
dence and told him what that reason was.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. WATTS: Had that been done, in all
probability this motion would not have heen
submitted to the House. As it was not done,
we are entitled to presume that the expressed
reason for the cmbargo is the only one.
Speakers on hoth sides of the House have
frecly admitted that the snpply of iron ore is
likely to he adequate for 60, 70 or a hundred
vears. One speaker went so far as to suggest
that there was enough to last for 200 years.
As a Western Australian. and one who
realises or tries fo realise, without knowing
much about it, that the development of thei
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North-West is of very great importance to
the State, I feel that the Federa! Government
should have been prepared to concede the
last suggestion made, namely, that the de-
posits eonld he worked for at least 15 years,
without seriously affecting the supplies of
iron ore in this country which, at the worst,
are regarded as being sufficient to mect re-
quirements for a very long period and per-
haps for a longer period than has been esti-
mated. As the Premier bas not heen supplied
with any reason thai would convinee him
there was no oeeasion for this motion and that
there was a sound basis for the imposition of
the embargo—the information could have
heen given in confilence as between the head
of one Government and the leader of an-
other Covernment—we must as Western
Australians support the motion.

T have felt thal Western Australia would
he a great deal better off out of the Federa-
tion, and were it not for the defence aspect
I should be still more strongly of that
opinion. The defence aspeet does make some
of us hesitate to put forward our ideas on the
question of seeession. However, the auestion
of secession does not come into this matter.
Nevertheless one thing is eertain, and it is,
that if we are to develop this State to the
best of our ability, we need some strong and
sound reason why our attempts to foster this
particular industry should for the time being
or for a considerable future period be hin-
dered. In the absence of such a reason I
intend to support the motion.

MR. McLARTY (Murray - Wellington)
[5.45]: T do not think the memher for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall) was justified in say-
ing that members on these benches are un-
sympathetic towards the motion. All of us
were very sorry when we heard that the
great iron ore deposit at Yampi Sound was
not to he worked. I believe that the only
reason why the Federal Government has im-
posed the embargo is because it fears that
there is a shortage of iron ore in the Com-
monwealth, After all, Ministers eannot he
blamed for accepting the advice of their
experts.

The Minister for Mines: The experts
never looked at the iron ore in this country,
and had never even seen Yampi Sound.

Mr. McLARTY: The Federal Govern-
ment accepted the adviee of its experts.
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Mr. Coverley: Do not you think it was.
a little over-cautious?

My, McLARTY: I consider that the
request made to the Federal Govern-
ment that it should permit a certain

quantity of ore to be exported over a cer-
tain numher of years should have been
granted. The quantity stipulated was
15,000,000 tons, The export of that ton-
noge over a given period would have made
no difference to the quantity of ore we
would have left in Auwstralia for future
use, or &t any rate, very little differ-
enee. Beeause of the Federal Government’s
refusal to permit that export I support the
motion,

I can assure members vepresenting the
North that T have a good deal of sympathy
for them and their constituents. T helieve
the development of the North constitutes our
greatest problem, and I do not consider that
part of the State has received the treatment
it should have had. I sympathise with the
people of the North who had a chance of
wiinessing the development of a great in-
dustry but who bave now been disappointed.
T'he Premier is right in making a protest.
We were told by the Federal authorities in
the first instance that there was an ahun-
dunee of ore in the Commonwealth and that
this deposit could he worked. As a result,
not only has money been spent in the North,
hut a great deal has also been expended in
the metropolitan area in making certain pro-
visions to cope with trade that was ex-
pected to take place as a resalt of develop-
ment at Yampi Sound. If the Federal Gov-
ermient is going to insist upon the embargo,
we should be adequately compensated. Either
the deposits should be worked or clse the
State should be compensated,

Mr. Marshall: How c¢an any compensa-
tion be given when there is no basis upon
which to assess it?

Mr, McLARTY: I realise that that is a
difficult matter. I do not know where the
eompensation would end. I repeat that im
my opinion the request for the export of
15,000,000 tons of ore should have heer
eranted. Had work been started at
Yampi Sound the foundafions of a great
industry would have been laid in this State:
Mention has been made of losses that willi
acerue in other directions. The member for
Kimberley referred to the eattle trade and'
said that he expected certain advantages for
that industry. Other members suggested
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that cattle conld not be transported through
the tropics. We had hoped that the work at
Yampi Sound would lead to the development
of the cattle industry and to the establish-
ment of chilling works in the North, and if
that had happened, there would not have
been any need to carry the cattle through
the tropies on the hoof. If the cattle trade
could have been extended to Japan, there is
not the slightest doubt that chilling works
would have been erected at Derby, and the
member for Kimberley is aware of the boon
such works would have been to that part of
the State. Therefore it is not enough to
elaim that we are losing only the benefit that
would have followed the development of the
iron ore deposits. Other industries have
suffered, and certainly no part of Australia
is more in need of markets than is the
northern poriion of this State. In my open-
ing remarks T expressed the belief that the
only reason that had actuated the Common-
wealth Government in imposing the embargo
was the fear of a shortage of iron ore in
Australia,

Mr. Coverley: Do you believe that?

Mr. MeLARTY : A statement was made in
the House of Commons, in reply to ques-
tions, that no representations had been made
by the Imperial Government to the Com-
monwealth (Government to impose the em-
bargo, and I think we can accept that state-
ment.

Mr. Doney: Do you think the Imperial
authorities would have told the world if such
advice had heen given?

Mr. MeLARTY: If such advice had becn
given, [ congider that the Prime Minister
would bhave had a perfect right to inform
the Premier of thig State. T agree with the
member for Katanuing (Mr. Watts) that if
there is any confidential information on
which the Commonwealth acted, the Premier
should have been informed of it.

Mr. Doney: Quite right.

Member: Perhaps he has been informed.

Mr. MeLARTY : Had he been so informed,
I cannot beliecve that he would have spoken
as he did on this motion.

The Minister for Mines: The British
authorities said they were not interested.
That was published in the Press.

Mr. McLARTY: Quite so.
The Minister for Mines: If they were not
interested, who else would be?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. McLARTY : I consider that no harm
would have been done had the Commonwealth
allowed us to export 15,000,000 tons. That
was a reasonable request, and in view of the
Commonwealth’s refusal, the Premier was
Justified in entering a protest. I hope that
the motion will be c¢arried unanimously.
Western Aunstralia—particnlarly the North
—has suffercd, and if the deposits at Yampi
Sound are not worked, we should be ade-
quately compensated for the sacrifices that
the State is being called npon to make.

MR. WELSH (Pilbara) [5.55]: I did not
intend te offer any remarks on the motion
because I fully expected that it would be
adopted by the House without conment.
The North-West seems fated to have all
manner of objections raised to thwart its
development. I consider that nothing ecan
Justify the imposition of the embargo on
the export of iron ore after the expenditure
of money to develop the deposits. Opera-
fions at Yampi Sound would have led to the
expansion of other industries i the North-
West. I have in mind particularly the stock
indostry. For years catile were exported
from the North te the Philippine Islands,
and that trade might easily bave heen re-
gained had the work been continued at
Yampi. I do not know whether there was
any intention to eonvey cattle to Japan, but
certainly there is a large market for our
cattle in the Philippines and in the adjacent
islands.  Considerable expenditure would
have been necessary to develop the iron ore
deposits, for millions of tons of ore ave avail-
able at the water's edge and could have been
loaded direet from the hill to the ship. Why
the North-West should be seemingly fated
to have its enterprises nipped in the hud,
I cannot understand. The Commonwealth
had ample time to ascertain whether there
was likely to be a shortage of iron ore in
Australia before woney had actually been
expended on the deposits, and no amount
of compensation would adequately recom-
pense the State for the losses entailed by
the imposiiion of the embarge. The motion
has my whole-hearted support.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.57]: it
is.all very well to make a protest; talk is
cheap. I do not think it is within onr power
to prevent war simply hy shutting onrselves
off from the vest of the world and declining
to supply the means of war to any nation
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that is at war. By refusing to supply our
raw materials to European and Asiatie coun-
tries, we shall be more likely to provoke war.
The ery has been raised in Europe that cer-
tain countries must be given access to the
world’s supplies of raw materials, and if
we deny raw materials to some of those
countries, they will certainly come and take
them. Our best safegnard against war wounld
he to populate the Northern Territory. The
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) took
great credit to himself in this Chamber the
other night because he and the two other
members occupying one of the front benehes
had three children hetween them.

Mr, Sleeman: No, thirteen.

Mr. HUGHES: Those members seem to
have fallen into arvears in reeent years. If
those who ean produce refrain from produec-
ing, there will c¢ertainly be no sense in sug-
gesting, as the member for Murchisen pro-
posed, that we should hoard ounr edible
eommodities. I cannot believe that the iron
ore we wounld supply to Japan could make
much difference. I do not think that Japan
will ever conquer China, If we supplied

Tnos th A1l dha wantamale that o 11
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in this eountry, she might temporarily secure
a footing in China, but I am of opinion that
Japan will not succeed in holding China for
any considerable time.

Mr. Doney: You had better tell the Chin-
ese that.

Mr. HUGHES: We do not need to tell
them, beeause educated Orientals are telling
us. The member for Williams-Narrogin
would probably realise that fact if he could
sec & little further than his own town of
Narrogin.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He cannot do it

Mr. HUGHES: Students of politics in
China have pointed out foreibly that the
Chinese are not naturally deficient in intel-

ligence. They have remained aloof for
many years from the civilisation of the
West, In other words, they have not ex--

pended all their energies and resources upon
the invention and utilisation of means to
destroy human beings. As soon as China
becomes VWesternised, say, in the course of
the next 40 or 50 years, there is every reason
to suppase that she will turn out her gnota
of engineers and scientists, who will also
have become skilled in the destructivn of
human beings and in the organisation of the
forces of destruetion. YWhen that time ar-
rives, China, witk her enormous man power,
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will be able to expel from her borders any
foreign power or powers that may tem-
porarily obtain a footing during the
ensuing five or ten years. We need nof be
alarmed about lending aid to Japan in her
acts of aggression against China. We can-
not live, in these days, in splendid isolation
from the rest of the world. We have to ac-
cept as a faet, in the present state of society,
that we arc compelled to exchange our com-
modities with the rest of the world. If we
exelnded from Anstralia the commodities we
now import, we would soon become a back-
ward country. We possess no up-to-date
means of transport and no up-to-date
machinery. We would revert to a state of
civilisation that would be more backward
than that of the countryside of China, which
the Japanese are now attempting to eivilise
with fire and sword. Whether the civilisa-
tion that is being eonveyved to the country-
side of China by means of fire and sword
will make the Chinese any happier is a
doubtful question. I also doubf, seeing
that we have robhed Vietoria of one of hex
illustrious sons, whether the people of this
Siate arve very muech happier than are some
of the humble Chinese. For the edification

of the member for Murchison ({Mr. Mar.
shall)
Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon

member to deal more closely with the sub.
Jject matter of the motion,

Mr. HUGHES: How does it come about
Mr. Speaker, that when one member deal:
with a matter he is in order, but when an.
other member deals with it in the samc
strain, he is not in order?

Mr, SPEAKER: It is for the Speaker f¢
determine whether one member is overdoing
it, and whether another is merely mention
ing a partieular matter.

Mr. HUGHES : There seems to be just ¢
little fanltiness abeut the decision,

Mpr. Marshall: That is a reflection on the
Chair, and I ask for a withdrawal.

Mr. SPEAKER: T know the hon. mem
ber did not mean that. He understand:
the position as well as I do. The hon. mem
her may proceed.

Mr. HUGHES: This question is wrappe«
up in problems associated with the expor
of iron ore, and that in turn is wrapped uj
with the question of foreign aggression, no
only against Australia, but also against por
tions of Asia. The history of Yampi ha
been a somewhat chequered one. The irol
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ore deposits there were taken up from time
to time for exploitation by various commer-
cial interests. We know from the sworn
evidence that was given when the leases were
taken up, and again from the proceedings
that were instituted to vesist their forfei-
ture, that misrepresentations were made. On
the one hand, it was alleged that the capital
involved was DBritish, and sworn affidavits
were filed in support of that statement. We
now find from the testimony of those who
spoke for the company in question that
the eapital is entirely Japanese. That may
or may not be so. Tn these matters there
is diffienlty in determining the nationality
of capital.

Mr, Doust: Is there any nationality about
capital ?

Mr. HUGHES: We know that some oil

ecompanies that are allegedly American
are predominantly British as to capi-
tal, and that some allegedly British
eompanies are, conversely, predomin-

antly American as to ecapital. Although
the capital interested in Yampi may appear
to be Japanese, it may be held by people
other than Japanese. The company that
started out to exploit the iron ore deposits
in the North forfeited the leases by dis-
obeying the laws of the State. It was hound
to obey the mining laws of Western Aus-
tralia, and, because it disobeyed them, the
leases were forfeited. We gave the company
the special privilege of having the warden’s
decision over-ridden by Ministerial decree.
The company therefore is not entitled to
any compensation whatever except for the
machinery it placed on the leases. The
member for Murchison suggested that the
Commonwealth Government acted at the
behest of groups of capitalists in the Eas-
tern States, There may be a good deal in
that., Unfortunately, concentrated capital
in Australia, as elsewhere in the world, first
makes it its business to secure control of
the Press, and through that conirol obtains
virtual control of Governments—apparently
it matters little what the political eom-
plexion of any Government may be. The
Yampi Sound situation seems to me the
result of a dispute between two groups of
capitalists, the Fastern States group being
backed by the Federal Government, and
the other group, pseudo-English and Japa-
nese, heing backed by the Western Austra-
lian Government. First of all the Japanese
company was able to over-ride our ruies,

deeree.
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and when its leases were forfeited the for-
feiture was over-ridden by a Ministerial
Thus the company won the first
round.

The Minister for Mines: Now you are
spoiling a decent speech, as you usually
do.

Mr, HUGHES: That is how the company
won the first round. The Minister for
Mines took no exception whatever when
the member for Murchison was imputing
evil motives to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. It was not political prapaganda when
that member asserted that the Comman-
wealth Government was acting in the inter-
ests of o private ecompany. When I return
an answer, it is bad.

Mr. SPEAKER: Possibly both hon, mem-
bers were out of order.

Mr. HUGHES: Allow me to ¢commend
vou, Mr. Speaker, for the wealth of caution
in that word *‘possibly.’”’ It is our duty
to protest against the continuous strangula-
tion of Western Australian efforts to de-
velop secondary industries. This iron em-
bargo is merely the eulmination of many
acts of aggression on Western Australia
by Eastern States interests. I remember,
many years ago, when hottle manufacture
was started in East Perth—notwithstanding
that the constifueney was represented by a
teetotaller—bottles from South Melbourne
were delivered in Western Australia at a
cheaper price than they could have been
bought at the factory door. Unless we con-
trive to do something that will prevent the
strangling of cfforts to cstablish secondary
industries here, Western Australia will
never make substantial progress. We are
thoroughly justified in protesting whenever
any action of the Easfern States tends to
prevent the establishment of an industry in
Western Australia, or prevents an industry
established here from developing and enlarg-
ing. Everyone who has observed the efforts
made from time to time to develop second-
ary industries in Western Australia will join
in any protest that may be made, and I
hope we shall not stop at a protest. When
this embargo was placed upon us, the Pre-
mier had a wonderful opportunity to stir
the Western Australian people to do some-
thing in the nature of a really vigorous pro-
test. In every country of the world when
a minority is being oppressed by a majority,
the minority bestirs itsell and eventually
succeeds. Throughout Burope we hear of
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minorities raising their voices in protest
against the action of majorities.

Mr. Hegney: What abont the domination
of Austria by Germany, and what is taking
place in Czecho-Slovakia to-day?

Mr. HUGHES: 1 faney that the Sudeten
Germans, notwithstanding that they are in
the minority, will ultimately get their own
way in Czecho-Slovakia. And now, having
allowed the member for Middle Swan {Mr.
Hegney) to display some knowledge of
international affairs, I return to the Yampi
protest. I hope that if the protest proves
ineffective, if a deaf ear is turned to it, the
Government will endeavour fo devise some
means of adopfing continuous activity to
regain some of the sovercign rights which
Western Australin lost when our ancestors
entered Federation.

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Premier resolved: That
the resolution he transmitted by message to
the Legislative Council and its coneurrence
desired therein.

Sitting suspended from G.13 to 7.30 p.n.

BILL—PENSIONERS (RATES EXEMP-
TION) ACT AMENDMENT.

Seeond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 6th September,

MR, DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[7.31]: I know of no objection that ean
reasonably be raised ngainst the one proposal
embodied in the Bill. The Returned Sol-
diers’ League is the hody principally eon-
ecerned in the matter and is wholcheariedly
hehind the proposition. So far as I am
aware, that organisation may have prompted
the introduction of the Bill. Be that as it
may, the Bill is designed as an instrument
of justice in the inferests of the wife or
widow, as the case may be, of a soldier who
himself is, or was, a service pensioner, and
whose wife or widow is also a pensioner and
owns a home. Hon. members may perhaps
understand the position more easily if T ex-
plain that the Bill, if agreed to, will place
the wife or widow of a service pensioner in
precisely the same position regarding exemp-
tion from municipal ov other rates, as is the
wife or widow of an invalid or old-age pen-
gsioner who owns, or did own, a house. No

661

one is likely seriously to gquarrel with such
an ohjeetive. The Bill is desirable from any
angle from which we ¢ave to view it. Par-
liament thought this neeessary provision had
been made in 1936 when the Pensioners
(Rates Exemption) Act Amendment Aet
was passed. Unfortunately it allowed, quite
inadvertently, exemption to anyone who was
a member of the forces within the meaning
of the Australian Soldiers’ Repatviation Aeck
{Commonweaith), 1920.1935. Consequently
Parliament unwittingly disqualified wives
and widows other than those who served as
nurses during the war. In effect, the Bill
is aimed to do what Parliament thought had
been done in 1930.

By way of interjection the Leader of the
Opposition—I think I am correct in saying
that that hon. member raised the point—
suggested that in the ease of a serviee pen-
sioner who oceupied a house provided by the
War Serviee Homes Commission, the eon-
sent of the War Service Homes Commis-
sioner would be necessary bhefore the exemp-
tion couldd operate If I understood him
aright, the Minister in reply said he con-
sidered the Bill satisfactorily over-rode that
obstacte, 1 have read the portion of the
clause dealing with that phase, and it seems
to me that the eonsent of the Commissioner
is essential.  The position, as I understand
it, is that the exemption from the necessity
to pay municipal or other rates is permis-
sible only during the lifetime of the pen-
sioner, and upon his, or her, death the
aceumulated unpaid rates will beeome a first
charge on the estate. Therefore it will be
secn that to the extent of the total of those
unpaid rates there will be interference with
the priority of the rights of the Commis-
sioner who happens fo be the mortzagee.
The Commissioner does not always object
to exemptions from rating, and in those rela-
tively few instances where he does chjeet, it
scemis to be the practice in this State for
the Returned Soldiers’ League to take np
the cndgels on hehalf of the pensioner and
submit in due course his, or her, ¢nse to the
Commissioner. I understand that in very
fow instances have those appeals failed.
There is not much room for more to be said
conerrning the Bill which is a wholly desir-
ahle measure, and I shall have much pleasure
in supporting it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
dehate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND
ECONOMIC RESEARCH.,

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 1st September.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [740]: 1
have carefully perused this Bill and eannot
se¢ one thing in it that I can recommend to
the House. We are duplicating in the Bill
many other systems for deing what it is pro-
posed shall be done by the burean. The Bill
proposes bo set up a burcan of not fewer than
nine members, who may co-opt a great many
others, thus making the burcau a very un-
wicldy affair. Consequently, if we pass the
Bill, it will be impossible to forecast what the
expense will be to the State. T wonder if the
Minister has any idea in his mind other than
what he informed the House when he intro-
duced the Bill. T have read his speech very
carefully and, for the life of me, cannot find
anything in it to justify the Bill. It is true
the Minister paid a eompliment to those en-
gaged in primary production in this State.
He pointed ont how our primary products
had been improved and the benefit that im-
provement had been to the State. He men-
tioned the wonderful reputation we had built
up overseas by the commodities we export.
May I point out to the Minister, however,
that those very words of his convey to the
House how we did improve our primary in-
dustries? All those improvements were
effeeted without the aid of a bureau of indus-
try and ceonemie research.

The Minister for Employment: The im-
provement would have been greater had a
bureau been established.

Hon. C. G~ LATHAM: I have my doubts
about that. T eannot see in what way such a
burean could have achieved more than has
been done. Some two or three years ago, in
order to assist our primary produeers, Parlia-
ment decided to amend the Agricultural Bank
Act so as to provide that it should be con-
trolled by three highly qualified officials. The
chairman was paid £2,000 per annum and the
other two members £1,500 per annum each.
I ask the Minister if he proposes that the
Commissioners of the Agricultural Bank shalt
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take adviee from the proposed bureau. Are
the members of the bureau to instruet the
Commissioners of the Agricultural Bankq If
50, then it is time we had a stock-taking of
our public officials.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Only one now is
drawing £1,500.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Two of the Com-
missioners of the Agricultural Bank are paid
£1,500 per annum; that was the arrangement
made with them at all events. I understand tho
present gencral manager is now receiving
only £1,500 per annum. I would like to know
whether the proposed bureau is to override
or tender advice to these highly-paid officials.
When the Minister interjected, I suppose he
had in mind a statement he made to the effect
that a large sum of moncy had been lost in
developing the primary industries of the
State. IL is trne that we have assisted our
primary producers with a large sum of
money, hut I have yvet to learn the difference
hetween losses made by individuals and the
colleetive loss. What is the difference? In
one ease, the person who took up land lost
his money in the venture.  Parliapient de-
cided wvears ago that it would be hetter to
have a collective loss instead of individual
losses and so the Agricultural Bank was
ostablished. If we examine the returns from
the primary industries, however. we shall find
that no loss at all has been made, because we
have ereated an asset in our agricultura] and
dairying industries that can never he taken
from us.  Yearly that asset is a souree of
national income, so that in reality there is no
loss at all. Despite the fact that the Minister
tor Lands has frequently tried to impress the
publie, throngh this house, with the enor-
mous losses that have been made in the pri-
mary industries, there is no douht that those
industries are the means by which we pay
our interest overseas. The Minister will
admit that the bureau will not assist one iota
in exporting a commodity that can enter
into eompetition with commodities produced
in other parts of the world. T should he very
pleased if we eould have a change from ex-
porting primary products alone to exporting
manufaclnred goods also; hut members know
very well that it is impossible for us to com-
pete sucecessfully with manufactured goods,
if we have to export them on the same basis
as we export our primary products and sell
them in the dumping markets of the world.

The industries that the Minister has
applauded, and which ke stated this burean
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would materially assist, are being built up
without any assistance at the present time;
they are the only means we have of paying
our debts overseas, they enable us to find
money to pay our interest and provide the
cash necessary for the importation of
manufactured articles from overseas. They
also find the money required by our people
who travel abroad.

The Premier: We want to stop importing
artieles by making them here.

Hon, C. 6. LATHAM: We have at-
tempted to do so for a very long time.

Mr. Sleeman: We once attempted to make
agricultural implements,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. That re-
mark leads me to say that this Bill is an
insult to the intelligence of members. The
interjection of the member for Fremantle
(Mr, Sleeman) is pertinent. On one occa-
sion we did attempt to manufacture agri-
eultural machinery.

Mr. Sleeman: Do not say ‘‘we,’’ say
‘“they.”’

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : No,
Goverminent some years ago

Mr. Sleemen: Don’t say we killed the
implement works.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: When we took
over in 1930, we found that the loss on the
State Implement Works was £12,000 a year
and but for the backing of the people we
could not have carried on the works. If
we were to compare our losses from" secon-
dary industries with our losses from pri-
mary indusiries, there would be quite a
different story to tell. I share the Minis-
ter's regret, which I have repeatedly ex-
pressed in this House, at the importation
of goods from the Eastern States and from
overseas, because, as I pointed out in wmy
speech on the Address-in-reply, we shall
experience great difficulty this year in find-
ing sufficient money to meet our commit-
ments overseas. I do not speak particularly
of Western Ausiralia, but of Australia
generally. We shall experience the diffi-
culty I have mentioned because of the low
price of our export commodities. The value
of our imports has increased slowly, until
jt has reached a total of £13,000,000.
Quite a number of the imported articles
could be manufactured here. Why are we
not able to manufacture them? If the
Government investigated some of those in-
dusiries or businesses to which assistance
has been given, it would learn the cause

The Labour
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of the trouble. I am aware of what mem-
bers will say immediately I mention what
the trouble is. It is wages, hours of labour
and volume of turnover. These are the
factors that count and, until we e¢an recon-
strzet ourselves somewhat on the basis of
the Eastern States, we cannot pos-
sibly hope to compete with them. Pro-
bably the greatest difficulty we have
to overcome is mass production in
the big cities of the Eastern States.
Mass production cnables the manufacturer
to obtain a small profit by dumping goods
into this State far in excess of our require-
ments. Although there may be only a slight
difference in the basic wage—perhaps no
more than 3s. 2 week—such an inerease has
a considerable effect in an industry that em-
pioys a large number of men and women.
The payment of an extra 3s. a week and the
shortening of the hours of labour add to the
cost of the goods manufactured. Members
of the Government may charge me with be-
ing a unificationist. T eertainly believe that
until we can get some uniform methed
throughent Australia we will not be uble fo
build up our industrics here even with the
aid of this bureau.

The Premier: We can trv.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I will mention
some of the industries we have attempted to
help in Western Anstralia. Money has been
advanced to assist in the establishment of
jam factories; and with what result? The
Treasurer knows. I will tell him the rea-
gson for that result. The reason is that we

cannot  possibly  compete  with  the
mass production in Victoria and Tas-
mania. Immediately we establish a jam fac-

tory here, this State is flooded with a com-
modity that is cheaper than the loeally manu-
faetured product,

Mr. Hegney: We produce hetier jam than
do manufacturers in the Eastern States.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T have a friend
who has spent a lot of money in the mann-
facture of jam in this State and he tells me
he has been absolutely forced out of the
market. .

Mr. Marshall: Not by high wages and
better labour eonditions.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That had some-
thing to do with it.

The Minister for Lands: What kind of
business did he conduct?
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Hon. C. . LATHAM: He was a jam
manufacturer. The wages paid do have
some influenee upon an industry. If 1,000
workers are engaged in a factory, and 3s.
a weck extra has fo be paid to each one,
3,000 shillings or £150 a week is involved.
Of course wages have something to do with
the position. Again, we attempted to build
up a pottery werks in this State. The
Premier knows all about that, too. I wish
that a suceess could have been made of that
enterprise.

The Premier: So do we all.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Counld the pro-
posed bureau assist that industry? Of
eourse not. The trouble is that we cannot
compete with imported artieles, about which
the member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
rentinded us to-night. We are faced with
the @iffienlty that manufacturers in foreign
countries dnmp goods in this State at
prices below those at which they are pre-
pared to sell the articles to their own people.
Unless imports of those commodities are
totally prohibited, we cannet compete with
overseas manufacturers. Oue of the most
sucgessful loeal industries is the Albany
Woollen Mills, but even that cannot be re-
garded as p complebe suceess. If if were not
for the gencrous custom of the State Govern-
ment those mills would have a very lean time.
The tradesmen in this State are as good as
others anywhere in Australia, but we eannot
compete with manufacturers that export simi-
lar goods from other places. Unless there
be control over imported commaodities, the
proposed burean will not be of much assist-
ance. Perhaps the Minister will tell us how
the bureau will assist loenl industries. I
have gone very carefully into the matter and
I can discover no way in which the bureau
can be of value.

When the last National-Country Party
Government was in office an economic coun-
¢il was established. An endeavour was
made to have all interests represented on the
council, not ouly the manufacturers, but
commercial and other interests. We tried
to obtain the assistance of representatives of
those various interests. We were not as for-
funate as the present Government because
the Trades Hall refused to have anything to
do with us.

The Premier: It was about fime——

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T wili admit it was.
But Trades Hall refused to have anything
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to do with us. There was quite o different
state of affairs when the Labhour Government
made a sunilar move. Everyone associated
with the couneil did his best. T believe that
body attempted to do everything possible to
foster the development of indwstry. The
people chosen to inquire into various matters
were quite qualified to coxpress an opinion
and had a seientific knowledge of their spb-
jeet, What was the result? The first thing
they did was to build two houses in order
to stimulate the building industry, People
responded to the stimulus. That body ren-
dered service in a voluntary capacity., Now
we arg going to turn down those voluntary
workers and establish a bureau with an un-
limited number of members who are to be
paid. Why does not the Bill set out what
it is proposed to pay? Why does the Bill
stipnlate that the members shail be paid
such money as may be preseribed by
regnlation? We have no knowledge of what
is intended. I kuow how much authority
Parliament has. I have said time after time
that we have no control of the finances to-
day. It is no use saying that we have, be-
cause we have not, Here is another means
of taking away control from Parliament,

Mr. Slecman: Then who has eontrol of
the finanees?

Hon. . G. LATHAM: We have frittered
away our control of the finances by Aect of
Parliament. I wanted to disecover what was
the position with regard to the University
and I found there was an Aet of Parlia-
ment by which £30,000 is provided every
year for that institution, and the money
must be paid unless we amend the law. The
salaries of members and of the Agrieultural
Bank trustecs are fixed, We have np say
in the matter.

The Minister for Lands:
always be amended.

Hon, C. G- LATHAM: Well, we wiil take
you at your word. We will amend it some
day,

The Minister for Lands: You can always
take action.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: No one knows het-
ter than the Minister that those of us on
this side of the Honse can take no action.

The Minister for Lands: You can amend
the law,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Wge ecannot.
Did not the hon. member tell us that he
would put it in writing so that we could not
do it? Of course be did.

The law ean
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Member: All the writing of the Minister
for Lands can be over-ridden by the decision
of Parliament.

Mr. Sleeman: Who controls the finanees?

Hon, C, G. LATHAM: The Arbitration
Court controls the finances of the Govern-
ment workers.

Mr. Fox: That iz a very weak statement.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Who fixes the
wages? Do any of the Ministers or the de-
partmental heads? No. I say definitely
that the Arbitration Court docs.

Mr. Rodoreda: Parliament gave it that
authority.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I agree with the
bon. member, and Parliament was probably
very wise in doing so. But the point is we
do not control the finances in that regard.

Mr. Rodoreda: You are growling about
it now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I am merely point-
ing out how little control we have of the
finances. We do not control the salaries of
ounr civil servants.

Mr. Needham: Does any Parliament con-
Lrol the salaries of civil servants?

Hon, €. O, LATHAM: Those salaries are
controlled by the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner,

The Minister for Education: Do you want
to amend the Aet which makes provision for
the University?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister
would not allow me to amend it. If I at-
tempted to do so I should be ruled out of
order by the Speaker,

The Minister for Education: Do you want
to increase or reduce the amount?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I want it in-
cereased of course, I do not mind having it
inereased while the hon. member is in office.
1 have no objection to its being inereased
while he is the Minister for Education,

The Minister for Edueation: So you do
not mind the expenditure of more money
than Parliament has authorised.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We bave no con-
trol over the matter; and now the Govern-
ment has come down with a Bill to authorise
the appointment of a bureaun of nine persons
and such other persons as the burean,
with the consent of the Minister, may

co-opt by reason of their industrial,
economic or scientifie knowledge. The
Bill provides that any person so co-

opted shall act in an advisory capacity only,
and all are to receive a certain amount of
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payment. We do not know what the ecost
will be. That is information the Minister
omitted to give the Honse,

I mentioned bow diffienlt it was to get
manufactured articles in thiz State at a
priee that the public would pay.  Unfor-
tunately, the people insist upon buying the
cheapest articles. There would not be the
importation of all the Japanese goods, with
whicl: the member for Murchison is so well
acynainted, if the people did not buy them.

Mz. Hegney: Then how would you sell
vour wheat and wool?

Hon. C. &. LATHAM: The reason why
Japanese goods are imported in such large
¢uantities is that therc ave ready customers
for them. As a matior of faet, people are
compelled to buy the cheapest articles be-
cause their finances are so limited. Con-
sider the part-time workers; whai hope have
they of buying other than the cheapest
articles? A tin of jam manufactured in
Western Australia costs 1s. 1d. compared
with 11d. for the impovted article. Which
would they buy? They are compelled to
buy the jam at 11d. Men with large fami-
lies have no alternative. The baurenun will
not help us at all in that respect. It will
duplieate many serviees already existing and
available to us. I know of no way in which
the burcau would be able to overcome that
diffienlty,

There is no suggestion, surely, that the
bureau should have the right to dictate to
the Arbitration Couri. There is no sug-
gestion, surely, that it should even advise
the Arbitration Courts The court has its
sonrces of information, and probably its
members would be the last ones to approach
the bureau for information as to the value
of wages or on similar matters. After hav-
ing read the Bill carefully, I am still won-
dering where the power begins and ends.
The bureau is even to inguire into eonditions
of sweated labour, That is the duty of fac-
tories and shops inspectors, or ihe authority
can be delegated in order to give effect to
the Minister’s desires. The Minister com-
plained of the difficulties occasioned by the
violent fluetnation of prices. I can think of
no way in which the bureau eould exercise
control there. Parliament ean fix the price
of commodities for home eonsumption, if it
g0 desires. Parliament can limit the prices
to be charged for commodities, but the
burean will not he able to do that.
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I have endeavoured to ascertain why the
Royal Commissioner on Youth Employment
made a certain recommendation. After
listening to the speech of the Minister in
moving the second reading of the Bill, I
decided to turn to the Royal Commissioner’s
report. It is a hulky report, and I dare say
no member has had time to read the whole
of it, Members have all too little time to
dovote to the reading of the many reports
that are submitted.  Stil), the Commissioner’s
report is useful for reference. The Commis-
sioner said there were three countries that
have these hureanx—France, Queensland
and New Zealand. Let us examine the fune-
tions of the National Economic Couneil of
France. 1 would like members to ask them-
selves whether they propose fto set up a
similar bureau here. The report states—

The ‘‘Tnternational Labour Review’’ of
July, 1937, has the following passage re-
Iating to the National Economic Couneil of
France:—

The Popular Front Government, however,
from the outsei made intensive use of this
institution to an extent which had perhaps
not been forescen by its predecessors, The
organisation in question was the new
National Ecenomic Council. IFrance had
had an carlier National Feonomic Council
which remained in existence for ten years
and did useful werk, although sometimes
perhaps of a rather nacademic nafure.
Neither its composition nor ifs powers en-
abled it to go much beyvond the theoretical
field. The powers and the composition of
the new couneil make it something entirely
different.

The powers of the council are quite
clearly defined in Section § of the Act of
10th Mareh, 1936, whieh instituted it, and
it will suffice to quote that section:—

“iThe National Eeonomic Council may
consider, cither at the request of the Gov-
ernment or of one of the Chambers or of a
Parliamentary Committee or on itz own
initiative, any Government or private mem-
ber’s Bill of national ceconomic importance,
or any economic probhlem.

‘*Government or private members’ Bills
of national economic importance shall he
transmitted by the Government to the
National Eeonomic Couneil as soon as they
are distributed.

““Draft public administrative regulationy
affecting the national economic svstem
shall be submitted te the National Eeon-
omi¢ Conneil for an opinion.’’

This means that Franee has adopted a form
of burcauneratic government.

Mv. Sleeman : Tell us what has been done
in New Zealand.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have not been
able to obtain particulars of the legisla-
tion in New Zealand, but I do know what
is being done in Australia, According to
the ‘‘Hansard’’ reports I have read, it is
somewhat similar. France, as I said, has
adopted a form of government by bureau-
cratic methods. Surely there is no desire
to set up a system of that sort here. Al-
though I differ politically from members
opposite, I regard this House as a well-
constituted assembly.

Mr. Needham: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
might be the exception. Amongst the
members are men possessing a thorough
knowledge of our industries and of the
commereial, professional and industrial
seetions. Consider the members oeceupying
the front benches: there is no need to go
outside the House for information on sub-

Jeets in which they have specialised.

Mr. Fox: But do you think-they would
agree in their views?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: On the Govern-
ment cross-benches are members possessing
a thorough knowledge of trade union condi-
tions. When I reguire advice along those
lings, I do not go to somebody in St.
Georpe’s-terrace; I go to those men who
have made a study of trade union affairs.
Amongst members on the Opposition side
of the House are men possessing a know-
ledge of agricultural affairs that probably
could not be surpassed. I give Ministers
credit for having a knowledge of the de-
partments they eontrol. I have no desire
to see a bureau established here, Irrespon-
sible people from time to time speak of
members as if they were morons. Are we,
by our attitnde to this Bill, going to sup-
port that theory? The Bill may be re-
garded as a confession that we are ineom-
petent to deal with these matters, If Minis-
ters or members opposite desire the assistance
of outside people, there is no difficulty in ob-
taining it. People are always willing to help,
so I contend that we can dismiss that side
of the guestion. We have a more stable
Government than that of France. Pro-
bably it is the lack of stability about the
(fovernment of France that accounts for
the political unrest there. Are we going
to follow that system? It does not com-
mend itself fo me, nor do I think it does
to other members,
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Mr, Rodoreda: You think it is a question
of having no confidence in ourselves?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In Queensland
there is a Government representing the
same political thought as we have in this
State. Mr. Justice Wollf says—

The State of Queensland organized a
bureaun in 1932 pursuant to the Bureau of In-
dustry Aet, 1932, The constitution of the
bureau and its powers and funetions are set
out in SBections 5, 10 and 11 of the Aet, which
ar¢ hercunder—

3. (1) For the purposes of this Aect there
shall be established a buream which shall
be called the **Bureau of Industry’’ (here-
inafter in this Act referred to as the
“‘Bureau ).

(2) The number of members of the
burcau shall be the number from time to
time deelared hy the Governor-in-Couneil
by Order in Couneil, but shall not exceed
13 at any one time inclusive of—

(a) The Ainister for the time being who
shall, c¢x officio, be a member and
chairman of the burean;

{b) The dircetor of the bureau for the
time being who shall, ex officio, be
a memhber of the burean;

(e} The Publiec Service Commissioner for
the tiine being whu shadl, ex vificiy,
be a member of the burean;

(d) The chairman, Land Administration
Board, for the time being who shall,
ox officio, be a member of the
burean;

(e) The Under-Secretary, Department of
Labour and Industry, for the time
being who shall, ex officio, be a
member of the bureau;

(£) The Commissioner of Main Roads, for
the time being wunder the Main
Roads Acts, 1920 to 1929, wheo shall,
ex officio, be a member of the
bureau;

(g) The Under-Secretary, Department of
Public Works, who shall, ex officio,
be n member of the bureau.

The buresu is a combination of all depart-
ments. It scems to have been brought into
cxistence in Queensland to co-ordinate the
various services, We had a similar organ-
isation in this State, but it was found not
necessary to bring down a Bill for its estab-
lishment. Departments were found to be
spending money on articles that were
already lying idle in some other department.
Possibly that sort of thing goes on to-day.
We, therefore, set up a departmental com-
mittee consisting of representatives of each
of the depariments, with a view fo seeing
whether that committee could reduce expen-
diture on equipment and such-like. The te-
sult was satisfactory. Apparently Queens-
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land has adopted the same system. The
powers, functions and responsibilities of the
burean in Queensland are very extensive,
probahbly as extensive as are the powers the
Minister proposes to give the bureaun in
Western Australis. Every one of the mat-
ters to be investignted by the proposed
bureau ean be investigated to-day. In Gov-
ernment employment are departmental ex-
perts and scientists, and the university is
always available to us. If we are not satis-
fled with the facilities already available we
still have the State committee of the C.S5.1.R.
The State committee consists of one member
who is a member of the Commonwealth
organisation, sitting as chairman, three Gov-
ernment representafives, three representa-
tives of the Australian National Research
Council, three representatives of industry,
and other members not exeeeding ten as may
be required. Surely that committee is suf-
ficient for the requirements of the Govern-
ment. TG costs the people of this State very
little, seeing that the paid members are re-
munerated from Commonwealth funds. Why
are we daplicating that system? Is it not
an exiravaganee to do sof?

The Premier: There will be no extrava-
gant expenditure.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am afrzaid there
will be. If the Premier wants to use any
organisation, let him wse the State commit-
tee, which is available to him under Com-
monwealth law.

The Premier: It is a useful body, and
probably some of its members will be mem-
bers of this bureaun.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Why put them on
two committees to do the same work? Let
me tell members the powers that have lieen
delegated to the C.S.LR.—

(2) The powers and functions of the coun-
cil ghall, subject to regnlations and to the
approval of the Minister, be—

{a) the initiation aud ecarrying out of
scientific researches in eonnection with, or
for the promotion of, primary or seeondary
industries in the Commonwealth;

{b) the training of research workers and
the establishment and awarding of indus-
trial research studentships and fellowships;

{c¢) the making of grants in aid of pure
scientifie research;

(d) the recognition or establishment of
associations of persons engaged in any in-
dustry or industries for the purpose of
carrying out industrial secientific tesearch
and the co-operation with and the making

of grants to such associations when recog-
nised or eatahlished;



668

(e) the testing and standardisation of
scientific apparatus aand instruments, and
the earrying out of scientific investigations
connected with standardisation of appar-
atus, mnclnnery, materials and instruments
used in industry;

(f) the establishinent of a bureaun of in-
formation for the collection and dissemina-
tion of information relating to seientific
and technical matters;

and alse that of acting as a means of Haison
between the Commenwealth and other coun-
tries in matters of scientific research.

The Federal couneil has all the power it
requires, and the State can use that council
whenever it desires to do so. In addition,
as I have said, we have the State committee
of that eouncil, with three Government
representatives upon i,

The Premier: Not three Government rep-
resentatives on the local committee?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, I think Mr.
Lefroy is the chairman. The State incurs
no expense in respect of the loeal committee.

The Premier: We could avail onrselves of
the services of that committee on this bureaun
without cost.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Why duplicate

the machinery? All the powers necessary
are given by Federal statute, and are exer-
eised at Federal expense. I have freguently
complained that these bureaux are an ad-
mission by the Government of its incompet-
endce,

The Premier: Then the Commonwealth
Government must be incompetent.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, the Common-
wealth Government is quite a different
matter,

The Premier: Of course it is.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Its ramifications
extend beyond Ausiralia. I have always
stuck to the State Government, becanse of its
close relationship with its own people. I
always maintain that the Commonwealth
Government is far removed from the people,
and cannot be otherwise. In the Federal
Parliament are members representing West-
ern Australia, and they spend half the year
in Canberra. How ecan they keep in touch
with the people of this State? We are on
the spot and are amongst our own people.
They have representatives in the State
Parliament, and those representatives are in
close touch with the people. This Bill is an
admission by the Government that it has no
policy with which to help the Stale zlong
the road to prosperity. It is obliged to build
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up this burean as an excase for the lack of
poliey, or as a means of excusing itself
when it comes to facing the public at a gen-
eral clection. That is my belief.

The Premier: That is not so.

IHon, C. G. LATHAM: It is. For nearly
six years we have waited for the Govern-
ment to put forward some poliey. All we
have had is a read policy, a sewerage policy
and a policy for the construetion of dams in
the hills. We have had nothing else. Imme-
diately one road is finished another has fo
started. That sort of thing ean never help
in solving the unemployment problem. 1t
ean only be solved by the absorption of men
in industry.

Mr. Sleeman: You employed men picking
weeds off footpaths, That did not solve the
problen.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM : Tt was as cffective
as is the poliey the hon. member has been
fostering for 514 years.

The Premier: Oh no!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Probably it was
not the most desirable policy, but it was
just as coffcetive as is the present policy of
the Government.

The Minister for Works: How barren vow
are of ideas.

Hon. C. G. LATHAXM: The problem can-
not be solved in any other way than by ab-
sorbing men in industrv. Tt is true there
has been an improvement in f{he mining in-
dustry. Despite what members opposite
have said, I maintain that the price of gold
affords the only reason for that improve-
ment.

The Premier: And secondary industries.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There has been
very little increase in secondary industries.

The Premier: An increase of 20,000 em-
ployecs.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: All I go by is the
imports. That is the answer.

The Minister for Lands: The imports
show prosperity. People are able to buy,
and vou tell them they are down and out.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It shows that our
people are forced to go ont of Western Aus-
tralia for articles, because there is no
policy

The Premier: A few of them are buying
luxuries.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T have heard an
hon. member opposite sav that the Govern-
ment had a poliey of despair.
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Mr. Lambert; I said, a policy of negation.

Mr. Sleeman: Is this your poliey speeeh
tur the general clection?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : 1t is not. I shall
hovrdly need to make a policy speech. I
almost regret to say the only thing the pre-
sent Government will have to do will be to
walk out on the platform, and then the
death knell of its political eareer will be
rung. There will be no need for us on this
side to do anything. .

The Premier: You will have to stop over
there.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: 1 sincerely hope
that when the change does ecome we shzll be
able to put up a poliecy that will mean the
absorption of people in permanent employ-
ment, real employment. We shall be able to
do that without sheltering behind boards and
bureaux.

The Minister for Lands: Ylou will put
the people in Blackboy.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am glad thal
those who left the Treasury bench in April
of 1930 did not have to earry on the govern-
ment of this State for the threec yrears that
followed. Tt was wonderful to be sitting on
this side of the House ecriticising whatever
was done.

The Premier: T did not do that.

Houn. C. G. LATHAM: But the gentleman
who occupies the position of Minister for
Lands has never hesitated to criticise.

The Minister for Lands: And with good
reason.

Hon, C, G. LATHAM : Without any rea-
son whatever. If we attempted to do any-
thing it was always wrong., If we attempted
to scttle married men on the land, where
they could get some sort of living for their
wives and families, it was wrong. 1 admit
it is the funetion of an Opposition to eriti-
cise. It is nof the funetion of an Opposition
to help the Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: If that atti-
tude is wrong, do not adopt it.

Hon. C. &, LATHAM: T will not adopt
it. However, if this Bill had any value what-
ever, I would support it to-night, There is
not the slighest feature to recommend it to
ug. In faet, it has only one object, that
the Minister who has introduced it may be
able to fill nine positions with his politieal
friends.

Minpisterial Members: Oh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I suppose he has
those friends all ready now.
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The Minister for Works: Try to be fair!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: That is fair. 1
am sure members on the Ministerial beneh
do not want me to tell them the political
appointments that are being made—appoint-
ments of political friends. At one fime the
primary producers had a representative on
the Fremantle Harbour Trust. They have
none to-day. Another political appointment
has been mace there. What are the present
Agricultural Bank trustees if not political
appointments?

The Premier: What has that te do with
the Bill?

The Minister for Lands: The sceretary of
the Agricultural Bank is a friend of yours.

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: Who put him in
the Bank?

The Minister for Lands: You put him in
the Treasury.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I never did any-
thing of the sort and I did not put him in
the Bank either. He must have been a good
man or the Minister would not have given
him the Bank appointment.

The Minister for Lands: Did I puat him
there?

Hon. C, (. LATHAM: Yes. He is your
friend.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Bill pro-
vides a very wide range of diseussion, bul
even that wide range has limits. I suggest
it would be better for the hon. member to
stick to the Bill than hold a discussion with
the hench opposite. I think the hon. nemher
eould get much closer to the Bill than he has
done during the last quarter of an hour.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If you wiil not
object, Mr. Speaker

My, SPEAKER: I know the range is
very wide.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will you permit
me, Sir, to set ont what the bureau is ex-
pected to do?

.. . the powers and functions of the bureau
shall he—(a) To encourage and assist indus-
trinl development throughout the State, in-
cluding for that purpose the earrying-out er
the procuring of the earrying-ont of seientific
investigations and research.

That duplicates the work of the Council of
Scientifie and Industrial Researeh and of
the State committee of that organisation.
(b) To encourage and assist any industry
alrecady established, or proposed to be estab-

lished, and for that purpose to make through
all available channels all such irquiries as
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may be deemed necessary or convenient to
be made.

We have available all the necessary staff
for that purpose. We have the Factories and
Shops Branch, the Economie Council with
a secretary, and so on.

(e) To obtain from all Government depart-
ments, State instrumentalities and public offi-
cers any information and copies of any doea-
ments which the bureau may at any time and
from time to time require.

Surely Ministers can get that information
if they want it, and so can any departmental
officer.

(4} To solicit, seck for, and aequire in-
formation relating to industry, trade and
commerce and to make such information

available to such persons and in sueh manner
as the bureaw may think expedient.

That is already done. The information is
available in the Statistician’s Braneh. Yet
the House is asked to set up a bareau to do
the work that Mr. Bennett is doing to-day.

(¢) To make to the Minister recommenda-

tions concerning the measures and methods
which, if adopted, would assist and cncourage
industrial development.
We know what is required for that purpose
—satisfactory prices. If we can get satis-
factory prices for all our commodities, the
position will he satisfactory. However, we
know that eannot be done.

(£} To advise the Minister in respect of
the granting by the Government of financial
and other assistance in relation to any indus-
try or proposed industry.

The Agricultural Bank trustees are there for
that purpose. They administer the Indus-
tries Assistance Act. The burcan is to en-
lighten or advise thlose highly-paid officers.

(g) To solicit, seek for and obtain from

all available sources, information regarding
raw materials and manufaetured produets and
any other matters of material interest to the
industrial life and industrial development of
the State,
Sc that the Government (eologist and the
Government Mineralogist are to he super-
seded by the bureau! We salready have
those experts available to supply all in-
formation required. Further, we have avail-
able to us, because of the State’s annual con-
tribution of £35,000 to £40,000 a year, the
University professors.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They are not much
use,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They may not be
a great deal of use, but still they are avail-

[ASSEMBLY.]

able. And then, as I stated before, there is
the Couneil of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. There is also the Department of
Industry.

(k) To co-operate with Federal and State
institutions or bodies and with anx other
organised societies or bodies whose powers
and funections and activities are either wholly
or in part of a mature similar to the powers,
functions and activities of the burean under
this Aet; and to collaborate with any of the
institutions, bodies or societies aforesaiil
when, in the opinion of the bureau, such
collaboration will or may be beneficial to or
be in the interests of the development of
industries in the State.

Surely to goodness a highly paid bureau is
not required for that purpose. All that is
necessary is to get the departimental and sub-
departmental heads together to advise the
Government, with the aid of the varions
bodies now available. Then the burean is—

(i) To inquire into and advise upon scientifie

investigation and research beyond the limits
of the State with a view te the use or appli-
cation of the discoveries obtzined by means
of sueh scientific investigation and research
in and for the benefit of industries in the
State.
That is exactly what the C.S.LR. is doing:
All that is neceessary is for that organisation
to send an officer along, and his work can be
followed up by a State oificer.

The Minister for Agriculture: But there
is a difference.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Verv little,

The Minister for Agriculture: The C.8.1.R.
devotes all its time to primary industries.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Of course it does
not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It does nothing of
the sort.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Yes, it does.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Minister can-
not have read any of the C.S.1.R. reports.

Hon. P. D Ferguson: Sir David Rivett
made that elear the other day.

Hon C. G. LATHAM: T shall send some
of the reports to the Minister for his en-
lightenment. )

The Minister for Agriculture: The officials
of the C.B.LR. are devoting the whole of
their time to primary industries,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Not the whole of
the time. One branch of the C.8.IR. is
draling with that phase, and perhaps that is
all with which the Minister has eome inte
touch.
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The Minister for Works: The C.S.LR.
does not show a backward State how it ean
catch up with the Eastern States. That is
not a funection of the C.S.LR.

Houn, C. G. LATHAM: Will the bureau
to be set up under the Bill aceomplish that
end?

The Minister for Works: That is what is
intended.

Mr. Thorn: Is Western Ausiralia a back-
ward State?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: And it will be, so
long as the present Government is in power!

Ministerial members: No!

Mr. Cross: The clectors will not take a
risk with you.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We will change
the position very soon, and we will do all
this without the assistance of the bureaun that
the Government secks to set up. Then the
hureau will be required—

(}) To inquire into the conditions of employ-
ment and the causes and extent of unemploy-
ment in the State.

Perhaps the bureau may justify itself under
that heading. It may inquire into the con-
ditions of employment. This, however, is an
admission by the Minister that he cannot do
s0 himself,

Mr. Doney: And, at any rate, even that
means dupliecation.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Of course it does.
All these functions are aimed ab allowing
Ministers to sit down and do nothing.

Mr. Marshall: Will that be a change?

Mr. Seward: And they will have no re-
sponsibility whatever.

Hou, C. G. LATHAAM: As though we do
not alrendy know the extent of unemploy-
ment in this State! There is no doubt what
this provision is for., Then the bureaun is—

(k) To inquire into and report upon requests
for asgistance by way of advances or guar-
antee made under Part 111, of the Industries
Assistante Aet, 1913, and its amendments.

Already the Staie has a staff of officers
doing that very work. The Agricultnral
Bank Commissioners control operations
under the Industries Assistance Act.
Heon. P. D. Ferguson: And the Under
Treasurer is associated with that work.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, and the
hureau can do no more than is already being
done, unless, of eourse, there is a desire to
throw money away foolishly in rendering
nssistance to industry. I regret to say that
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immediately it becomes necessary for the
Government to render assistance to an in-
dustry, that help is forthcoming, but seidom
is the money retnrned to the State. The
mining industry furnishes an exeeption to
that assertion, but I am afraid thai under
Part 1II. of the Industries Assistance Act
no money has been returned to the State.

Mr, Cross: That was mostly for the
farmers,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If the member for
Canning (Mr. Cross) bad scfficient intelli-
gence to understand what T said, he would
appreciate that 1 referred to advances under
Part III. of the Aect, and that has nothing
whatever to de with farmers.

Mr. Cross: That was what vou inferred.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It has nothing to
do with the farmers. Part III. applies to
industries quite apart from farming,
Although money advaneed in connection with
the mining industry has been returned to
the State, losses have been incurred under
that heading. Nevertheless, those losses were
not exlensive in comparison with the bene-
fts that accrued from the advances wmade.
All that assistance has hecn rendered with-
out the mccessity for a burean of industry
and economic research.  Then the burean
is—

(1) To asecertain and repoert to the Minister
upon the manner in which, and the extent to
which, persons engaged in industry and who
have reeceived, or arc reeeiving, in relation
thereto, financial or other assisiance from the
State are carrying out the obligations under-
taken by them in consideration of the grant-
ing to them of the assistance aforesaid.

Whenever advances have been made—T o
not know what the position has heen since
the present Government took offiec—we
always appointed an officer to follow ap such
matters fo see what was being done. De-
spite that, this expensive burean is to be
created to do that work. Then the bureau
is—

{m) To investigate and report to the Minister
upon unhealthy occupations and dangerous
trades.

e have expert officers in the State serviee
who know all about that phase. The min-
ing experts know full well the dangors asso-
ciated with mining. They knew all about
the position at Wiluna, which was a very
difficult mine to deal with at the outset.

My, Marshall: Experts were not required
to find that out.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt certainly did
not require the establishment of a bureaun
for that purpose.

Mr. Marshail: Some of the poor unfor-
tunate miners knew all nhont it

Heon, C. G. LATHAM: We have depart-
mental officers who ean supply the infor-
mation necessary, but if an officer with the
requisite knowledge and qualifieations is not
available, the Premier can always secure a
man from outside the State to furnish the
necessary advice. The bureau is—

(n) To make such investigations and to hold
such inquiries concerning matters of cconomic
interest ag may be referred to the burean by
the Governor, and to furnish to the Govcrno_l'
reports of the resubts of sneh investigations
and inquiries.

Yon will appreciate, Mr. Speaker, that all
these different headings amount to a re-hash
of what I have alrecady pointed out. The
phraseology is high-sounding, but the mean-
jng in many instances is almost identical.
The burean is—

(o) To advise the Minister generally upon all
matters concerning the development of in-
dustry,

That work is
burcau is—

(p) To solicit, seek far, and ebtain any statis-
tical a2nd other information available relating
to what is commonly known as ‘the sweating
evil’? in relation to industrial labour, and te
unfair competition in industry, and to
monopolies detrimental to the interests of the
publie as and whenever it is desirable or ox-
pedient in the opinion of the Minister that
sueh information should be obtained.

already undertaken. The

Our factories and shops inspectors know
what sweated labour is. Repeatedly during
past vears complaints regarding sweated
labour in industry have been made fo the
Arbitration Court, with a view to checking
the trouble, A bureaun is not required to
attain that end, unless it is that the Minister,
who is new to his job, has suddenly dis-
covered that such instances may happen and
desires to secure infornation from outside
sourees, If I wanted information on
such matters, T would consult members
sitting on the Government eross-benehes.
There is not onc member representing a
Labour constitvency who does not know all
about the evils that exist in his particular
sphere.

Mr. Thorn: That is where the brains are!

Mr. Wilson: That is only too true.
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Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Then the bureau

E—

{q)} To make such other investigations, liold
such other inquiries and furnish sueh other
reports upon such other matters concerning
or affecting or likely to concern or affect the
industrial development and the industrial
woll-being of the State as and whenever re-
quired so to do by the Minister.

That is a drag-net elanse. Should anything
be omitted, it can be dealt with under that
partieular heading.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Do you think the
Minister would avail himself of that¥

Hon. G, G. LATHAM: I suppose the
Minister would do so. Generally speaking,
I consider it an insult to the House that a
Bill of this description should be introduced,
There is no need for it. If the Minister de-
sires to get the hest adviee possible, he i
likely to get it from members of this Cham-
ber without the necessity for any such legis-
lation,

Mr. Cross: He eould not get it from yon.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Certainly if I had
to rely upon the member for Canning for
assistance, I would be in a bad way.

Mr. Cross: That is your opinion.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If I desired to
know anything abont the coal mining -
dustry, I wounld not hesitate fo consult the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson), who knows
all about that industry. Of course, there
are other well-informed members in this
House, but may I suggest we must be care-
ful of the man who thinks he knows every-
thing, whercas he knows nothing.

Mr. Thorn: If you desired any informa-
tion ahout the zoo, could you not get it
from the memhoer for Canning?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know.

The Minister for Lands: At any rate, that
is the attitude the hon. member is adopting
to-night. He is scolding, and is speaking
as a know-all.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Nothing of the
sort. I do not profess fo be a know-all. I
leave that role to the Alinister who knows
cverything of the evil he presumes o exist
in the mind of everyone else. Te talked
about my appointment of officers to Govern-
ment positions, His suggestion was ridicul-
ous. I had nothing to do with the appoint-
ment of the officers in departments now
controlled by the Minister. I have been out
of office for 5% years, and so could have had
nothing to do with those appoiniments,
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The Minister for Lands: They were made
before vou left office.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Xothing of the
sort.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I am afraid I
will again have to intervene. I do not de-
sire to do so0, but I would like the hon. mem-
ber to confine his attention to the Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: You need not in-
tervene, Mr. Speaker, but I would like you
to keep the Minister in order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am anxious to keep
the Leader of the Opposition in order for
the time being,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T have gone care-
fully through the Bill, but ean find nothing
in it worthy of commendation. Had I beoen
able to find something to recommend it, I
would have said =o.

Mr. Cross: You have a single-track mind.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have nothing in
common with the member for Canning. If
he is not careful, I will tell some of his
Nationalist Eriends about him and he will not
be able to get their funds made available
to him for the next election.

Ion, P. D Ferguson: To what funds do
you refer?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The member for
Canning knows ail about it

Mr Cross: They would not risk any of
their money on you.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: At any rate, 1
usually happen fo head the poll. I have
tried to find some justification For the intro-
duction of the Bill. I have pointed out to
the House that we are already supplied with
all the information we require. We have
all the boards that are necessary, we have
our State Eeconomic Council, we have the
State Committee of the Couneil of Scientifie
and Industrial Research, we have the parent
Couneil, we have Ministers with their expert
advisers, and we have Parliament with its
members. If, with this help, we cannot pro-
vide all the information necessary fo assist
the Government, then it is time some change
was made. What worries me is that an
attempt is being made to set up bureau-
eratic eonfrol of the State. Make no mistake
about that. Tf our population of 450,000
sonls cannot secure 30 men eapable of man-
aging their affairs—and nine of the 80 are
Ministers—then our case is hopeless. If we
have to admif to our electors that we are
incapable, that it is nesessary to establish
this bureau, then we are in a hopeless posi-
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tion.
resign.

Heon. P. D. Ferguson:
better for the country.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let the Govern-
ment admit in an honest way that it is in-
capable of framing a poliecy. That is ap-
parent if one stodies this Bill, which T have
done very carefully. In cffect, the Govern-
ment says, “We are so hopeless that we de-
sire to appoint a burean of not less than
nine members and as many more as we like
so that they can advise us, as well as advise
highly-paid officials whom we have put inte
State positions. I feel sure the Premier has
been so busy that he has not had time to
read the Bill.

The Premier: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think he has
heen too busy. Had he read it, T do not
think it would have seen the light of day.

The Premier: T had a lot to do with the
Bill.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: It must have been
in a sorry condition when the Premier first
saw it. It seems to mc only the other day
that the Minister in charge of the Bill en-
tered this Chamber; he is merely an infant
in politics. Therefore I ean understand that
he might bring along a new-fangled idea
such as this. Te me, it is an insult to the
intedizence of the members on the floor of
the Honse.

The Minister for Works: That is what
worries you: it is new.

The Minister for Employment: It is tco
good to he treated as a polifical matter.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The C.S.LR.
was, [ think, established in 1920, and we
have that council fo refer to. I cannot see
any justification whatever for the Bill, un-
less it is to provide good and, to use a vul-
gar phrase, “eushy” jobs for the friends of
Ministers.

The Minister tor Works: Did not your
party make very many appointments?

Hon. C. G. LATHAXM: Did it?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: I am sorry the
Minister for Heaith is absent. I would ask
him about an appointment to the Fremantle
Hospital Board. He appointed the Hon-
orary Minister to that board.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Members opposite
will say these nasty things about me, and I

I suggest the Government had betfer

That would he
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must defend myself, if you, Mr. Speaker,
will permit me to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not permit you.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not even to de-
fend myself?

Mr. SPEARKER: Not in the way you are
doing.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : T must erave your
indulgence.

Mr. Marshall: Do not reflect on the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would not think
of refleeting on the Government. I have
given much consideration to the Bill, and
have tried to find one iota, one speck, that
would warrant my supporting it, but I ean-
not do so. It is not a party measure, so
far as I am concerned. If I am the only
member of my party who does not support
the Bill, T shall not mind but I will nnt
support & measure that will put the State
to great expense mercly because the Gov-
ernment cannot do the job that it is paid
to perform.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
(845]: I compliment the Minister on the
lusid way in which he explained the subject
matter of this Bill. T was rather pained to
hear the Leader of the Opposition speak as
be did, but I have mever heard in this
Chamber a more total surrender to a policy
of negation than hag been preached by the
Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We are not respon-
sible for the poliey.

Mr. LAMBERT: T did not think, Mr.
Speaker, that there was a man in this State
mean and thoughtless enough to believe that
we have not resources capable of being
developed and controlled scientifieallv. That
is the policy preached by the Leader of the
Opposition,

Hon, C. ¢ Latham: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is an absolute sur-
render to a poliev of negation, which has
ever been inseparable from the policy pur-
sned by the hon, member since he has been
in Parliament,

Mr. Needham: It was a terrible effort.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tf there is one thing this
State urgently needs, it is a bureau of in-
dustry and economic research. Many of the
industries that it has been attempted to
establish the state have been bankrupt of
the political interest and scientific guidance
necessary to ensure their suoccess. If
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we reviewed the many industries that
have failed in this State, we would find
that 95 per cent. of the failures were duoe to
lack of capital and lack of technical and
mechanieal knowledge. Technical and mech-
anical knowledge is indispensable t¢ indus-
try to-day. The services of chemical
engineers are indispensable to the econ-
trol of industries. In England, 'on the
Continent, in fact in every part of the
world where large industries are established,
chemists arc being trained in universities
and other institutions and, immediately they
are qualified, are absorbed in the indnsiries
of their eountries. I shall deal with the com-
position of the bureau at a later stage.

We have had considerable techniea] assist-
anee from the chemists employed in our Gov-
ernment laboratories. 1t is fo be regretted
that year after ycar Parliament faoils to
appreciate the value of the services rendered
to the State by these competent officials, A
chemist may at any time make a diseovery
the value of which would be impossible to
assess, The officials to whom I refer are

_working in the laboratory, in season and cut

of season, trying to unravel some of the
diffieulties to be overcome in the develop-
ment of industry in Western Australia.

Mr. Hughes: T thonght the scientists did
their work for the love of it!

Mr. LAMBERT: I did noi hear the hon.
member’s remark. )

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member
please proeced with his speech?

My, LAMBERT: I do not suppose that
the interjection was of any moment, nor
of any importanee to the subjeet under Qis-
cussion, I should like to pay a tribute to
the unselfish work of Dr. Simpson of the
Government Chemical Laboratory. He has
been a most faithful servant and is a man
with an extensive knowledge of the re-
sources of Western Australia. Associated
with him are Mr, Bowley, his assistant, and
an excellent staff. These men have done in-
valuable work, not only in the geological
field, but in every other sphere of activity
in which their seientifie knowledge could
be availed of.

In suggesting that the proposed burean
would result in a mere duplication of offices
and duties, the Leader of the Opposition
indicated that he had not the slightest eon-
ception of the work that ecould be accom-
plished by sueh a bureau. 1 shall take a
little time to enlighten him, if that is pos-
sible, about the potential industries of this
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State. 1n 1937-38 goods were imported to
this State of the value of £13,000,000, and
the great bulk of the commodities so im-
ported could be produced in Western Aus-
tralia. Practically the whole of the poten-
tial indusiries of this State remain abso-
lutely untouched. Something has been said
about the activities of the Couneil for
Scientific and Industrial Research.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The institution has
the best scientists in the world working
for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: What industries have
they investigated in Western Australia?
Teil me one.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Ask the Minister
for Agrieulture. He will tell you a num-
ber of problems they have investigated.

Myr. LAMBERT: The member for Irwin-
Moore is an ex-Minister for Agriculture.
He has stated that the C.S.LLR. has the
greatest seientists in the land on its stalf,
T.et him tell me one industry they have at-
tempted to develop in Western Australia.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: They have investi-
gated half-a-dozen avenues in the agrieul-
tural industry alone.

Mr. LAMBERT: Well, tell me one.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: I could give you
half-a-dozen.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member ean
probably imagine half-a-dozen.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Have you ever
heard of the wasting disease at Denmark ?

Mr. LAMBERT: No, I have heard of a
wasting disease in politicians., The position
is that at the present stage in the develop-
ment of Western Australia we must look
bevond the slip-rails of the farm. Our
vision must extend beyond that; otherwise
the State will revert to the position it oceu-
pied before the Eastern States people same
here. The member for Irwin-Moore is not
the only one with a limited vision. We
have had an instance of the Commonwealth
Government aiming a deadly stiletto at the
interests of the State. Lying in ambush,
the Commonwealth Government waited un-
til we altempied to develop an industry,
and then threw a deadly stiletto. Unfor-
tunately not only the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has done that; but some of our
local members of Parliament also, through
lack of vision or knowledge of understand-
ing, would assist in the throwing of the
deadly stiletto at the very heart of industry
in Western Australia.
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What is required in the establishment of
the proposed burean is 2 man well equipped
with a sound practical knowledge of the
resources of the State and with a wide gen-
eral knowledge. A trained clinical engineer
is needed. Let me, through the Speaker,
enlighten the member for Irwin-Moore upon
what the C.S.I.LR. has not done. Perhaps
in his travels around Irwin-Moore, or what-
ever his distriet is named, the hon. mem-
ber may have heard of what is called super-
phosphate, Does he know that the super-
phosphate companies are bringing into this
State over 120,000 tons of sulphur per
annum to produce superphosphate? TDoes
he know that there is a million pounds
worth of sulphur going up in the air from
the mines at Kalgooriie that could be
recovered and converted into sulphurie
acid and wused in the superphospate
industry? Does he soggest that the
C.S.IR, has ever come here and said to
the Government of this State, “We will lay
down a poliey for the recovery of elemental
sulphur or for the production of sulphuric
acid so as to save the farmers a quarter of
a million pounds”? Has the C.S.I.R. done
that? Has the hon. member suggested it?
Not he! The hon. member has spoken about
wasting disease in sheep and cattle. Every
pound of sheep dip used bas to be brought
into the State. We send 20,000 or 30,000
tons of arsenic from the Wiluna mines over-
seas for use in manufacturing sheep dip,
whieh is then sent back here and sold. The
arsenie is sent to the OId Country, and
manufactured inte sheep dip and rabbit
poison and other things, and those commodi-
ties are brought back here for sale. Has the
Commonwealth Government suggested how
we might manufacture those produets in
this State, and so provide considerable cm-
ployment for our rising generation? T will
not deal with any other aspect of the agri-
cultural industry for the moment, becauze
possibly I may get the member for Irwin-
Moore, out of his depth.

Mr, Thorn: You do not understand it
yourself.

Mr. LAMBERT : Let us consider the frmt
industry. As an ex-Minister for Agrienl-
ture, the member for Irwin-Moore should
know something about that. Does he sug-
gest that a quarter of a million pounds’
worth of eanned fruit and jams could not be
manufactured in Western Australia?
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It could be, if your
people would eat it.

Mr. Raphael; What is wrong with cating
it yourself?

Mr. LAMBERT: The faet that £126,000
worth was brought into the State last vear
over and above what was produced here, in-
dicates that even if the member for Irwin-
Moore lives on something clse, other people
at least are eating jam. That jam eould all
be produced in this State. That reminds
me of the sngar industry, beeause sugar is

inseparable from the manufacture of
‘jam and  preserves. I helieve £250,000
worth of sugar is brought into the
State each vear. Has the Common-

wealth ever indicated that it is possible
for us fo produce beet sugar in Western
Australin? A refinery has been established
by the Colonial Sugar Refinery at North
Fremantle. If we encouraged the beet in-
dustry in the South-West we could produce
the whole of the sugar required in Western
Anstralia. Did it ever occur to the ex-
Minister for Agrieulture that that industry
would prove profitahle to the State and ab-
sorb a considerable amount of labour?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Yes, we tried it
out and found that it would not he profit-
able.

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course not, and it
would not he profitable to-day to produce
wheat under the conditions that obtained
when the hon. member was producing it 50
or 60 years ago. I do not know what his
age is; I ean only make a rough guess. He
has never acknowledged his age in order that
we might be able to assess his experience.
If we have to revert to the methods of pro-
ducing cereals that were employed when
t'othersiders were flocking to this State years
ago, we would not be able to feed the people
of the Irwin-Moore distriet, muech less the
people throughout the State. The dehydra-
tion of fruit and vegefables offers seope for
the establishment of another important in-
dustry. The people in the northern part of
the State are crving out for supplies of
vegetables that could be provided if dehvdra-
tion were adopted here, as it is in other
ecountries. There is still opportunity to pro-
duce canned vegetables under an effective
system of dehvdration, so that when a glnt
ocenrrved in the markets, the surplus could
be dehydrated and supplied to the people of
the North, who are starving for vegetables.

[ASSEMBLY.]

What did the ex-Minister for Agriculture
d0? Did he ask his advisers what they
could suggest in the matter of dehydration?
Large quantities of tomatoes, cabbages and
canliflowers that are unsaleable to-day eould
be subjected to this process and disposed of
profitably. Did the hon. member say to his
advisers, “Return in 48 hours with a policy
of what can be done; not with a ery as if
you are being fed on quinces”? That would
never get a country anywhere.

Mr. Withers: What, the quinees?

My, LAMBERT: XNo, the feeling you
generally have after eating quinces, So
long as we have men of limited vision,
s0 long will these possibilities re-
main unexploited. Let me now turn
to the mineral kingdom. Recently there
has been much diseussion of the iron ore
embargo, and rightly, too. I regret that
the Commonwealth has imposed an embargo
on such an industry. To my mind the Com-
monwealth has acted at the behests of the
bip commercizl interests in the KEastern
States, If permission had Dbeen granted
to operate the deposits for 10 or 20
years on the understanding that the
position would then be reviewed, our iron
ore rescrves would even then have been
almost untouched. Therefore no sound
reason existed for the action of the Com-
monwealth. The prosperity and stability of
a country may be ganged by the quantity of
stee]l produced and used. This brings me to
a matter familiar to the member for East
Perth, namely, manganese. The Hon. mem-
ber had a lot to say, as he usually does,
about matters on whieh he was not well in-
formed. If a state of war occurred, we
conld not produce one pound of steel unless
we imported ferro-manganese. When the
Great War broke out, the price of manganese
rose from 8d. to 8s. per unit; in other words,
it rose to £20 per ton. The Broken Hill
Proprietary Company was buying mangan-
cse from the New IHebrides at about that
fignre. If the Crovernment of the day had
had suflicient vision, the ferro-manganese in-
dustry eould have been established in this
State. Two-and-a-half tons of manganese
ore are required to produce one ton of ferro-
manganese, and obviously it would be the
more cconomical to bring the coke to the
State where the mangancse ore deposits are
located and there convert it to ferro-man-
ganese. As one who was associated with the
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industry, I regret that such an opportunity
to estazblish it should have been lost.

Other minerals are springing into promi-
nenece in a world that is moving very rapidly.
I refer to the minerals required for the
mannfacture of aircraft, Recenily T re-
ceived an interesting newspaper clipping
from the member for North Perth (Mr. Mae-
Callam Smith), who is ever on the alert to
pass on information likely to be of value to
the State. The clipping deals with magnesite
and magnesium metal—the lightest metal
known to science. It is even superseding
aluminium for the manufacture of airveraft.
We have countless deposits of magnesite
north, south and east of FPerth, and this
metal eould be produced here.  There
is no reason why the bureau should not eall
for the latest information en the production
of magnesium metals, and point ount to the
Commonwealth aunthorities that as they are
building aireraft in Awustralia, we have the
resources to provide the requisite metais for
centuries to come, Alunite for the produe-
tion of aluminium 1is another important
metal, though there are difficulties to be
overeome. It is all a malter of effective
research, We have a lecturer at the School
of Mines at Kalgoorlie, Mr. Dodd, who was
brought from California and who poinied
out that we had 13,000,000 tons of alunite
containing 7% million tons of aluminiom,
but there it remains unexploited. Mr. Row-
ley undertook extensive research, but
he is almost Ffully oceupied with other
urgent work in the Iaboratory. The
problem of dealing with our alunite
deposits would offer a useful avenue
of rescarch work for secientists pro-
vided with a properly equipped laboratory.
Let me instance jarosife, which is used in
the production of paint. We in Western
Australia import all our paints and var-
nishes. On the South-West coast are de-
posits of jarosite that require only to be
roasted and crushed to be converted into
iron oxide. Thousands of pounds worth of
this commodity is imported into Western
Australia, probably the better part of
£200,000 worth. Practically nothing has been
done to develop that particular industry. A
few attempts have been made to produce the
paints and varnishes we need, but have
not earried us very far. All our calcimine
comes from overseas. The formulag are
simple. Many men have tried to produce
calcimine but have not possessed the neces-
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sary techmical knowledge. If it is desired
to produce a commodity of high standard,
the producers must be possessed of technical
knowledge.

Let me also instance eommon salt. A few
people are scraping from our salt lakes
small quantities of that eommodity, but jt is
put np in a erude way and under unhygienic
conditions. Surely we can produce great
quantities of salf in this State. Millions of
tons of it are available. I took a sample
of salt brine at Three Springs, and found
that apart from the salt contents the hrine
was richer in potash than are the famous
springs in Germany. Possibly the member
for Irwin-Moore (Hon, P. D. Ferguson)
would not helieve that. We can produce
potash in this State as cheap!y as it can be
produced in Germany. Here is a pressing
need for reseavch work, and we need not
stop at salt. The reference to salt imme-
diately suggests the electrolytie produefion
of soda. The Mt. Lyeli Company, as a cor-
ollary to its other activities, uses numbers of
electrolytic eelis in the produmetion of alkaii.
Not only do we leave our salt deposits where
they have always besn aond  uegiect the
opportunity to produce alkali, but we send
our tallow to the Eastern States, where it is
converted into soap. Before the combine of
soap distributors was formed to create an
absolute monopely in soap manufacture in

this Siate, thousands of tons of seap
were cxported from Western Austra-
lia to the Near East To-day not

one pound is exported from this State.
There is a monopoly in the Eastern
States, where a lower grade of soap is
manufactured for export to Java and other
1slands. TFo-day that export trade is entirely
in the hands of Lever Bros., of Sydney.
From our abattoirs we sell to the Eastern
States practically the whole of our tallow
output at the buyer’s price, whilst our salt
and alkali industries go by the board.
Chlorine gas is a by-product of the clectro-
Iytie production of caustic soda from salt,
as is alsn hydrogen. These are two import-
ant factors in industry.

The Royal Mint, where our gold is re-
fined, onee used a loeal product, manganese
ore, buf to-day it imports lignid chlorine
from the Eastern States. Chlorine gas to-

day is used extensively in warfave. This
chemical is recovered as a by-product
of the alkali industry. The member

for Irwin-Moore does not think it neces-
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sary to investigate, cneourage, foster or

even finanee essential industries of this
description.  Take the tanning indus-
try. I am sorry the ex-Minister for Agri-

eulture is so ill-informed that he does not
know that only in one particular did the
Commonwealth hureau take any part in the
establishment of that industry. The Univer-
sity inquired into the tanning industry gen-
erally and the extraction of tannin. A firm
commercialised the information and estab-
lished an industry at Belmont. The tannin
extract produced there was exported from
this State. FEvidently the ex-Minister for
Agrienlfure has quite deeided that we are in
a hopeless position, and that hides must
he exported to the Eastern States. Practi-
eally all the hides produced in the State
are exported, and all the tannin extraects,
which are economical to produce here, fol-
low the hides. When I hear the remnarks of
somme members T wonder why, when they are
in a despondent mood, they do not follow
the hides and the tannin extraects.

Then there is the question of the fixation
of nitrogen and the production of nitrogen
from the atmosphere. The Imperial Che-
mieal Industries, one of the higgest com-
binations in the world, is engaged in estab-
lishing the industry in South Australia.
Nothing has yet been done in this State.
Our atmosphere contains as much nitrogzen
as does that of South Australia or Vietoria.
Possibly the ex-Minister for Agriculture
would not helieve that.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: There is more of
it here.

Mr. LAMBERT: In his moments of im-
penctrable despondency he wounld not be-
lieve that. In war time nitrogen is essen-
tial for the manufacture of nitro-glycerine,
and in peaee time it is essential as a ferti-
liser for the soil. When Germany was at
war with the world, in 1914, that country
was prodneing annually 100,000 tons of
nitrogen. Secientists in that country so per-
fected the fixation of nitrogen from the at-
mosphere that when the war ended Germany
was producing over 2,000,000 fons of the
chemieal, I have given only a brief survey
of the various industries I could deal with,
In South Afriea scientists are producing
gelignite as well as eyanide. Owing to the
adverse rate of exchange possibly some of
the hig companies in Australia conld be
persuaded, with the capital at their cou-
mand, to estahlish industries in this Stale
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for the manufacture of cyanide and gelig-
nite. I have in mind partieularly the
Broken Hill Proprietary, which in recent
vears has inereased its capital to £7,000,000
or £8,000,000, and invested in Australian
seeuritics, I am not so despondent as
are some members regarding Western Aus-
tralia’s possibilities of progress. As I see
our insular position, Australia is more or
less lashed by the Indian Ocean and caressed
by the Pacific Ocean, and is free from
the possibility of great atiack from out-
side. Australia is an island continent,
with resources that are almost limitless. Tt
matters not whether one turns north, south,
east or west, one sees possibilities of wealth
to be realised. All that is needed i3 a
combination of scientific knowledze and
direction with fostering care by the Cov-
ernment during the initial stages--by a
Government with a proper conception of
its duties, Then we shall have many second-
ary industries established here. This con-
tinent, I fully believe, ecan produce cereals
and foodstuffs enough te feed millions of
people. To realise that we need only fore-
sight and belief in our country. With the
aid of those factors will be realised the great
destiny that future Australians should enjoy.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.22]: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret my inability to
sapport the Bill. I can quite believe that it
is a Bill of whieh the Minister is prond.
However, it is a well-known fact that if one
fecls partienlarly proud of any piece of
literature, the wisest course is not to allow
it to see the light of day.

The Minister for Employment: Tt is a
pity you do not apply that prineiple to your
newspapers!

Mr, SAMPSON: Well, yes; there are one
or two that are suffering. The Minister sets
out in the Bill n wide field of effort and
endeavour. It wonld seem, judging from a
clanse which has 17 paragraphs setting out
the pewers and functions of the burean—
which are subject fo the direetions of the
Minister—that the hon. gentleman has out-
Hitier'd Mussolini. The mountain has lah-
oured—well, T do not know that that
properly deseribes it. Certainly the labour
has bhrought forth a very unuosunal ecreature.

The Minister is optimistie if he thinks the
Bill ean survive, Tt cannot survive, I marvel
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at what | presume to be the suceess of the
lon. gentlemaw’s importunity with the Preo-
miter, who has approved of the introduction
ol the measure. The Bill is conceived on
zigantie lines. The proposed hurean will
have powers and functions wider than those
of the British Board of Trade or the Com-
monwealth Council of Scientifie and Indus-
irial Reszearch. Candidly, the scheme is too
ambitious altogether, The Commonwealth
Counei] of Scientifie and Industirial Research
was anee o =mall pet poodle. 1t has now
grown info o mastodon,  Last year it ate up
L£138,0000 [t was expected that the appetite
wonld increase, ‘us the Federal Parliament
voted £155,000 odid for the creatmre’s sus-
tenance this year.

The Premicr: It
millions of pounds.

Av, SAMPSON: Exactly; and it is an
exceellent  organisation, and no one whe
knows anything of it but will be gratefunl
and thankful for the work that it has done
arl is daing.

The Premier: And yet we cannot imitale
that exaniple in a small way!

AMre, SAMPSON: Admittedly, the G811,
las Jdone and is doing magnilicent work:
but what can the Western Aunstralian pro-
pused ontfit o that is not being done in
seientific work in 4 bigger and a broader
way?

The Premier: You do not want Western
Australin to do anything.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Oh yes!

The Premier: Oh no!

Mr. SAMPSOX: [ am not too confident
about the Minister, beeanse when 1 put up
a4 question as to increasing the rmmber nf
apprentices, there appeared to be an absener
of enthusiasm that prompts me to helieve
ihis Biil will not do all that it might do if it
were permitted to become an Act. The Bill
contains no definite statement that the nnm-
beyr of apprentiees is to be increased. Al
members of the House know there is & shorl-
age of apprentices, beeause we fook part in
passing a Bill to enable the eonstruetion ol

has saved Australin

the Adelphi Hotel to he held up for
some weeks owing to  an  insufficient
number of plasterers. The first need

of this country, if it proposes to develop ifs
manufactaring industries or possibilities, is
that there shall be workmen to carry out the
operations. The field otherwise appears to be
well covered, TFurther, the C.5.L.R. and ifs
Siate committees have G0 seientists with
strings of degrees following their names.
[26]
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Appavently those scientists reprasent the
best brains in their respective lines of en-

deavour, and no one who is ¢ualified
has  ever criticised the C.8.LR, ad-
versely. The Bill proposes fo duplicate

the cost of this avray of talent; and that,
oie must admit, is a tall and expensive
order. The C.S.LR. covers all the States,
and some of its investigations have heen
made in Western Australia into Western
Australian questions, The Hawke Bill—tho
Minister's Bill—will permit seientifie investi-
gation and rescarch heyond the limits of the
State. That is one of the duties with which
the proposed burenn is echurged—

To inquire into and advise upon scientific
investigation and research beyond the limits
of the Stale with a view to the use or appli-
cation of the discoveries made or information
obtained by means of such scientific investi-
gation and rescarch in und for the benefit of
industries in the State.

l shall not read any more of the Bill. The
list of duties has alveady been read twice to
the Hiouse, and 1 shall not be guilty of read-
ing it a third time. An carlier speaker sug-
gosted that we ghounld do somcthing towaids
expanding our primary produetion. Natur-
ally, we should do so, but the great problem
i5 to find markets. How are we to manage
that with regavd to our secondary industries
and fur manufactories? There is an oppor-
tunity for something to be done along those
lines, beeause the time is long overdue when
this State should produce many of the com-
madities that are now purchased from the
lastern States.  Beeaunse of dumping and,
comparntively speaking, mass prloduction in
the FEastern States, it has been difficult, if
not impossihle, for the factories of Western
Australia to ¢compete suecessfully with those
operating in other parts of the Common-
wealth. Under Clause 27 the powers of the
propiosed burean ave sketeched in the broad-
est of terms, coneluding with a dragnet pro-
vision setting out in effect that the bureau
will he unthorised to make such other inves-
ligations as shall be requived by the Minis-
ter. 1L may he as well to acknowledge the
suggestion that the Minister concerned is a
model of vicour. He is dynamie in the
energy that he will apply to earrying out
all these varions functions. Should the Bill
become an Act T daresay that on odd oeea-
sions we shall see the Minister here.  If
he endeavonrs to carry out all the du-
tirs  that will devolve upon him, I am
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afraid those oceasions will be few and
far between.  Although the functions of
the bureau are limited to the extent that it
will be able to investigate, advise and so on,
nevertheless the measure savours somewhat
of dictation. There is a dictatorial element
ihtboughout its provisions.

Mr. Watts: Sentimental!

Mr. SAMPSON: No, dictatorial.

The Premier: Merely hard business, and
the hon. member is familiar with that.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is the Premier’ss
belief, and it is an indication of the kindly
nature of that hon. gentleman. If the Pre-
mier, as Treasnrer, has money to throw lo.
the birds, then the criticism of the Bill
might be modified.  The faet is, however,
that the Premier has not funds that he can
throw away.

The Minister fior Agrienltuve: Neither 1o
hirds nor to beasts.

Mr. SAMPSON: He has not one penny
that he can alford to throw away. There is
nothing that the burean ean do at a reason-
able eost that eannot he aecomplished now
by the various Govermnent departments.
The lruth bf that statement eannot be de-
nied. Tt is manifest by reference to para-
graphs (2} to {q) of the clanse that I bave
mentioned.

The Minister for Employment: What are
vou quoting from?

Mr., SAMPSON: Partly from my memory
of the Bill, and partly from my notes.

The  Minister for Employment: Then
vour references are partly authoritative.

Mr, SAMPSON: I did not suggest any-
thing about hird lime, or words to that
cifect. I referred to what money the Pre-
mier might have to comply with the impor-
tunities of the Minister. In one of the para-
graphs it is astonishing to note that the pub-
lieation by the Government of another news-
paper or journal is contemplated.  That
reference is to paragraph (d) of Clause 27
That, T think, is an indication of absolutely
unneevssary enterprise.  The propiosed col-
lection of stalistics and so forth is already
effactively dealt with by the Government
Statistician, Many other matters indicated
in the Bill appear to he largely of academie
interest only. Under the Bill, the hureaun
although it is not to exereisc exeentive fune-
tions, will be authorised to inguire, investi-
gate and recdommend. Any officer or group
of officers of the Tublic Service may do that
for the Minister under existing conditions.

[ASSEMBLY.)

All these requirements can be met to-day
without the establishment of the proposed
burcau. Why the need for “a body corpor-
ate with perpetnal suecession and a common
seal” of which “all courts and judges shall
take judicial notiee”? It is all so very flam-
boyant! Apart from these considerations,
s the pringiple of creabing such a bureau
sound? We have commissioners, trusts and

hoards  galore, all eating up publie
money  and  adding to the ever-inereas-
ing nrmy of well-dressed gentlemen
who, with delicate irony, sign them-

selves—or, abt any rate, previously did so—
“your most obedient servant.” I was par-
tieutarly surprised at one feature of the Bill.
Although the Minister has power to appoint
nine members of the bureau and to co-opt
athers ns ecircumstances may require, it is
not eompetent for him to go to the Public
Serviee fo seceure necessary assistance.
Surely that is a reflection upon the serviee!
Theve may he Government officers thoroughly
qualified to deal with whatever may be neces-
sary. Such an officer eould he relieved
temporarily from his official duties in order
to undertake speeial work for the Govern-
ment.  Apparently that must not be done.
The Bill specifienlly preeludes the possibility
of appointments from the Public Service.
There ure to be a director, a secretary, and
not fewer than nine other members who will
constitute the burean. All are to be paid
for their scrviees, and T raise no objection to
that beeause if we ave to have efficient ser-
viee we must pay for it. Nevertheless, all
this represents so much duplication of work,
and prompts the query as to whether there
is any real justifieation for the Bill. All
this is just the beginning, for with the estab-
lishment of a burean possessing a eommon
seal of whieh “all courts and judges must
take judieial notice,” the best in the way of
offiec aceommodation will not be too good.
A staff--the bigger, the better—will be in-
stalled to add tone and dignily te such an
angust body. As I have pointed out before,
it is provided that the direetor, seeretary and
other officers of the burean shall not be
publie officers or subject to the Public Ser-
vice Act. Is it not clear to the Minister
that sueh power given to any Minister of
the Crown means that the door is thrown
wide open to political patronage? I would
much regret if a charge of that deseription
should ever be levelled against the Minister.
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Yel, il the Bill be passed in its present form,
such a charge is almost certain to be raised,

Hon. P. 1. Ferguson: At any rate, it
means the creation of another Government
department.

AMr. SAMPSON: Yes, and a very costly
one.  When the Minister replies to the
debate, he may be good enough fo tell
us why no eivil servant should be allowed to
assist in the performance of the duties out-
lined in the Bill. It is evident that there
will he quite a number of juicy plums for
distribution if the Bill becomes an Act. I
hopie for the peaee of mind of the Minister,
and in view of the possibility of the Premier
endeavouring to balance the Budget, the
Bill will not be passed. T eannot sec that it
will be of any service to the State. Tt is
well known to cvery member that when the
Premier is approached with a request for a
few pounds to provide gravel for the surfae-
ing of school grounds or to meet some other
small need in a distriet, no money is avail-
able. In those circumstances, how ean the
Minister persist in his impious endeavour,
should the Bill be agreed to, knowing full
well there is no justification for it, and that
the Premier cannot afford the expenditure
involved? The Minister has told us that the
bureau will not cost the State very muech.
That is another indication of his optimism.
No onc can say what it will cost. When
federation was advocated in the early days,
it was estimated that it wonld cost abont 2s.
Gd. per head of the population. “Just the
priee of a dog license,” said Bernard Ring-
rose Wise, I{.C. Barton’s first budget,
speaking from memory, was a modest one
of £300.000. Nowadays such an amount is
a mere item in a schedule. Last year it ecost
over 80 millions to run the Commonwealth,
while the “half-a-crown” a head had risen to
£11 19s. 8d. per head. That is what it cost
to run the Commonwealth. The grandiosc
aim of the Bill, “encouragement and assist-
ance of employment and development of in-
dustrv” is so much politieal “eyewash.”
That is not intended to be in any way offen-
sive; it is the outcome of an examination of
a Bill that T am sorry has seen the light of
day. Even if by some mischance the Bill
heecomes an Act, the burcan may do nothing
hut “inquire, report and recommend.” Actu-
ally, there is no nced for another hoard,
there are too many already. Ample faeili-
tics now exist for the preparation of more
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reports  and  recommendations than any
Minister has time to read. I shall vote
against the second reading of the Bill

On motion by Mr, North, debate adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Readimg,
Debate resumed from the 6th September.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [2.42]: The
311l now hefore the House proposes to
amend the Industrial Avbitration Act. The
design of the measure is to modernise that
very important piece of social legislaticn.
[ listened with interest to the speech of
the member for West Perth (Mr. McDon-
ald) and followed closely his exhaustive
analysis of some of the clauses of the Bill.
I noticed he was very eoncerned about the
clause of the Bill that proposes to extend
the definition of the words ‘‘worker’’ and
"employex * The hon. member let his

e 2l nnd i wink wehan
HRAgIinaNon &indése IGh TiCv Wa4llh he gave

examnples of the evil results that might fol-
low from an extension of the definition of
those two words. What he said almost
horderced on the absurd. The definition of
the words has in recent times been extended
in legislation other than that which we are
now considering. One would think from
the crificism levelled by the hon. member
against this clause of the Bill that the pro-
posal is something of a revolutionary na-
ture. That is not s0. I would refer him
to the definitions of the same words in the
legislabion of New South Wales. A com-
parison of the two definitions would speed-
ily convinee the hon. member that the pro-
posal is anything but revolutionary. The
word ““employer’’ in the New South Wales
Act of 1912—which has not since heen
amended—is as follows:—

‘Empleyer’’ means person, firm, company,

or eorperation employing persons working in
any industry, whether on hehalf of himself
or itself or any other person or on behalf of
tiie Government of the State, and includes
the Crown (except as to any employees em.
ployed under the Police Regulation Act, 1899,
or any sfatute passed in substitution for or
amendment of the same), the Chief Commis-
siener for Railways and Tramways, the Syd-
ney Harbour Trust Commissioners, the Metro-
politan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage,
the Munter District Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board, and any council of a municipality
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or shire, and ineludes for the purposc of con-
stituting a hoard, a director, manager, or
superintendent of an employer as aforesaid.

This definition, if a eomparison is made
with the definition in the Bill, is even more
somprehensive than ours, The definition of
‘‘pmployee’’ in the New South Wales Act
is as follows:— ‘

““Employec’” means person emploved in
any industry, whether on salary or wages ot
piece-work rates, or as a member of a butty
gang, but shall not include a wmember of a
family in the employment of a parent, and
the fact that o person is working under a con-
traet for labour only, or substantially for
Iabour enly, or as lessee of any tools or other
imptements of produetion, or any vehicle user
in the delivery of goods, shall not in itsclf
provent such person being held to he an
employee.

The definitions of the same words in the
Queensland legislation are worth quoting,
so that a comparison can be made with
them. Tn Queensland the word ‘‘employee’’
is used instead of the word ‘*worker,”’ but
the same person is meant. The definition
reads—

“Emplovee’ ' —Any employee, whether on
wages or piecework rates, or a member of a
butty gang: The term includes any person
whose usual cecupation is that of emploves
in a calling; the fact that a person is work-
ing under a contract for labour only or sub-
stantially for labour only, or as lessee of any
tools or other implements of production or
any vehicle wsed in the delivery of goods, or
as the owner, whether wholly or partly, of
any vehicle used in the tramsport of goods
or passengers, shall not in itself prevent such
person heing held to be an, employee.

The word ““emplover’’ in the Queensland

legislation has a definition somewhat simi-
lar to that in the New South Wales Aect.

The member for West Perth ecriticised
very scverely the omission from the Bill of
the words ‘“hire or veward,’’ and contended
they would mean that voluntary workers in
religious or charitable organisations wonld
he deemed to he workers within the meaning
of the Act. A great stretch of the imagina-
tion is reguired to enable such a eonstrue-
tion to he put upon the proposed omission
from the Act of the words “for hire or re-
ward.” T might remind the honourable and
learned memnber, and others who think as he
thinks, that the omission of those words has
been found necessary as a rosult of experi-
ence gained in the operation 'of the present
legislation during the wvears in which it has
been in force.

[ASSEMBLY.)

We are all aware that no matter whal
law is passed, people will always be found
endeavouring to evade their responsibihi-

ties. Some go se far as to defy it
This  happencd under the law of in-
dustrial  arbitration. That law is  nof

immune from lreaches by certain people
any more than is  any  eother  law.
Trades union seerctaries and organisers have
discovered that. I do not know whether
hen. members realise the time that is de-
voted by trades union sceretaries fo the
policing of awards. We have heard a good
deal reeently about gevernmental action in
the recent dillieulty in the coal-mining in-
dustry at Collie and about the steps taken fo
preserve indusivial peace there. T desirve to
tell hon, members opposite that every day
in the week nany union sceretaries do
seavcely anything else but police awards in
ovder to preserve industrinl peace,  This
State has the hest reeord of all the States
in the Commonwealth in respeet of the pre-
servation of industrial peace. It has heen
Found that there are some employers in this
State—thongh very few [ am glad to
say—who endeavour to prove that certain
workers are not employed for hive or reward,
and by that means seek to evade the law.
The representatives of the unionists have to
be very vigilant in enstring that awards ave
observed and in trying to prove to the court
that such employees are engaged for
hire or reward. The deletion of these words
will prove to he of inconvenience only
to unsecrupulous emplovers. T repeat that
such cmplovers are very few., Nobwith-
standing that, however, necessity does exist
for the suggested amendment.

Another proposal in the amending mea-
sure that was severely eriticised by the mem.
ber for West Perth (3Mr. McDounald) was
the inelusion of insurance eanvassers in the
definition of “workers.” I admit that this
has previonsly been atfempted but with-
out suceess. For many  years these
men have endeavoured te seeupre recognition
of their rights so that they eould avail them-
selves of the industrial arhitration law.
That opportunity has been denied them,
but I fail to understand why they should not
have the same henefit of this legislation
as other workers have.  Unless constantly
engaged  in canvassing  Tor  industrial
insuranee they ennnet be recognised nnder
the present law. Experience has taught us,
however, that very few of these insurance
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canvassers are engaged wholly and solely in
the colleetion of industrial insurance. They
also collect premiums on other classes of
insurance. Hence the nceessity of an at-
tempt to bring them under the provisions
of the Act.

The member for West Perth was very
anxicus about the proposal to register the
Australian Workers’ Union. A close serutiny
of the Bill discloses that such regisiration
will be eontingent upon the observance of
certain conditions. Certain conditions must
be fulfilled and must continue to be observed
if the Australian Workers’ Union is to seenre
registration, and, having secured it, to re-
tain it. I eannot understand why there should
be such continual opposition to the registra-
tion of the Australian Workers’ Union. That
organisation blazed the track—if I might
use the term—of arbitration law in this coun-
try. When I say “this country” I mean Aus-
tralia as a whole, Thirty-four yvears ago the
Australian Workers’ Union pioneered the
way for the settlement of industrial disputes
per medium of conciliation and arbitration.
The union had considerable experienee of
the direct action method which its members,
together with all sensible workers, real-
1sed was of no use. Consequently
it paved the way to industrial arbitra-
tion. The union has sinee adhered to
that pelicy throughout. It is leading in that
regard in the Commonwealth arena and
rightly desires to be permitted to register
under the State law., Onc ean understand
its desire when one realises the very eumber-
some and expensive method that has to he
adopted by the union before it ean obtain
recognition from the State court. Varions
sections have to be formed. Branches of the
various seetions have to be established such
as branches of the pastoral seefion and
mining section. For those branches oflicers
and organizers have to be appointed and
when all that has been done, and agrecments
have heen entered into, applieation can_be
made for the registration of the particalar
agrecements. But if registration is granted
to the Australian Workers’” Union as pro-
vided for in the amending Bill that cumber-
some and expensive method will be obviated
and this will go a long way towards pre-
serving industrial peace. 1 eonsider that the
provision for the registration of the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union iz a much-needed
amendment,

[27)
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Clause 23 has for its object the tightening
up of the law relating to wrongzfnl dis-
missal: in other words, to minimise the
chances of victimisation, There is nothing

more repugnant in industrial warfare
than vietimisation. In fact, when nego-
tiations are being concluded for the

setilement of an industrial dispute, steps are
invariahly taken to ensure that anyone who
has participated shall not lose his employ-
ment on that aceount. Bnt victimisation
does take place. In order to police awards
a case has to be cited hefore the industrial
court, and sometimes it happens that an em-
plovee who has given evidence ig vietimised
to the extent of heing dismissed from his
employment. An industrial magistrate has
difficulty in determining whether there really
has been victimisation, and the provision in
Clause 23 will be a welcome addition to the
law. I repeat that we should always bear
in mind the expense and trouble to which
organisations are put to ensure that awards
are policed and that the law is observed.
When the unions eite cases belore the eourt,
witnesses must he called to prove the charges
levelled uguinst ibhe empioyers, bnt unions
arc able to progress a very short distance
along that road if their witnesses are afraid
to appear in court, or are fearful of losing
their employment if they give evidence. Yet,
in giving evidence, they are only endeavour-
ing to uphold the law of the land. There-
fore I hope that this provision will receive
favourable consideration, not only in this
Chamber but in another place. Those are
the principal features of the measure with
which 1 propose to deal. I rcalise that the
fate of the Bili lics in the laps of the legisla-
tive gods in another place, but on this ocea-
sion we may hope that a little more reason
will prevail than has been displayed in the
past, and that the Bill will reccive the ap-
proval of another place, and pass inte law.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 10.4 p.m,



